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If anyone looking from the ridge behind Nassau Harbor or Forts Fincastle, Charlotte, or Montague, had strained their eyes seaward in the last week of February, 1942, they could have seen two German U-Boats, U-128 under Ulrich Heyse, and U-504 under Hans-Georg Freidrich Poske, steaming past, looking for more prey. Luminaries living in such posh locales include the Governor of the British colony, the HRH the Duke of Windsor, the former King Edward VIII, and his wife, Wallis Simpson, his aide-de-camp Lord Brownlow, gold magnate Sir Harry Oakes, his son-in-law Count Alfred de Marigny of Mauritius, real estate developer Sir Harold Christie, Sir Frederick Sigrist (co-founder of Sopwith Aviation)
, Sir Victor Sassoon, the business titan from Hong Kong, and the Swede Axel Wenner-Gren, founder of Electrolux, who was accused of supplying U-Boats from a shallow canal built on his property on Hog Island (now Paradise Island).  These subs were the vanguard of 64 axis submarines who would attack or sink over 130 ships representing nearly 600,000 tons of allied shipping (597,809; authors’ count) in the Bahamas and waters surrounding them, mostly in the spring, summer and fall of 1942. Over 400 survivors from 15 merchant and navy ships would be landed in the islands.

If the adage “Britannia rules the waves” still held true, then it was equally true that Germany’s Kriegsmarine fighting in flotillas for the U-Boat Waffe
, and their Italian colleagues in the Betasom
 flotilla ruled beneath the seas, striking terror in merchant seamen and dismaying land folk by littering shorelines with the detritus and human flotsam of war. Their most effective weapons were not the capital surface ships, but U-Boats, sleek, deadly attack submarines which acted like PT-Boats with the added capability of attacking virtually invisible from beneath the surface. One definition of any submarine is “a submersible warship usually armed with torpedoes.
”
The typical U-Boat was between 250 and 300 feet long, displaced 1,700 tons of water, achieved nearly 20 knots speed on the surface and 7 below, could range from 7,000 to 14,000 miles on the surface.
 They could dive to about 700 feet for defense, and for offence were armed with anti-aircraft guns, canons to shell ships with, 24 torpedoes in tubes forward and rear-firing, and the option of carrying 32 mines.
 The name derives from “Unterseeboot” (for ‘under sea boat’), though in fact U-Boats operated mostly on the surface except when attacking or avoiding attack. Like turtles, whales and dolphins, they had to surface every few hours or every day to obtain oxygen for their motors and their crew. Crews of 50 to 60 men sacrificed their water tanks to add fuel and range, and gave up bunk space to accommodate the extra provisions required to the hunting grounds off the Caribbean and Americas. They were highly motivated and celebrated as elite heroes back home. Whether or not commanders and crew were ardent Nazis or not has as much relevance as knowing their sexual orientation: they were judged by ships sunk and tonnage destroyed.
Poske in U-504 had more important things at hand than the feeble defenses of the Bahamas as he steamed among them. He had just come from attacking the tanker REPUBLIC on the 22nd of February and the W.D. ANDERSON along the Florida shoreline the following day. He was in transit to sink the MAMURA, a tanker of 8,245 tons fully loaded with gasoline, 165 nautical miles northeast of Great Abaco’s Elbow Cay Light at sunset on the 26th. The explosion and fire from the attack was so severe that the submarine, firing two torpedoes from 400 meters away, was forced to submerge to avoid the burning fuel which coated the sea surface. All 49 people on board the MAMURA, including Capt. Peter Dobbenga and 35 Chinese crew, were burned to death or drowned. U-504 had opened up the killing season in the Bahamas – he would sink four ships of nearly 30,000 tons on a patrol from France lasting 67 days. Not only would Poske return to the Caribbean a month later for two more kills, but within a week two of his colleagues would begin wreaking a trail of death across the islands which would continue virtually unabated for a year, until the sinkings wound down as quickly as they ratcheted up. 
The channels north of Nassau, the colony’s capital, would see nearly a dozen U-Boats in transit, including U-67, U-159, U-506, U-558, U-753, U-103, U-518 and U-134, en route to sink the only United States Navy Airship to be attacked by enemy forces. Nassau began World War II by receiving an influx of injured survivors and later developed the capacity to export vengeance on U-Boats in the form of hundreds of aviators in naval patrol craft. The Bahamas also supported armed merchantmen and even destroyers. By the end of the war three years later, most allied casualties would be self-inflicted, and U-Boats, while being no less pervasive in the waters, were returning empty-handed. For a year they were able to dally like tourists lingering over their favorite sites – by the end they were rushed, harried, through various terminals, unable to come up for air or see much of anything for days at a time. 
In the space of just over two years, from March 1942 to September 1944, some 64 submarines prowled the waters of the Bahamas, Turks & Caicos, and the surrounding seas and passages, attacking over 130 vessels. Two U-Boats left their bones in Bahamian or adjacent, waters as did three US Naval vessels, including a destroyer, and a RAF Hudson aircraft shot down by a US Navy patrol craft. Over 10,000 men clashed in the theater, (5,695 merchant sailors, officers, and gun crews and 4,250 submariners)
 roughly half of them merchant seamen whose ships were attacked by U-Boats or their Italian equivalent, of which five operated east of the islands. Roughly 1,391 people, including passengers and a minority of women and children, were killed in these attacks, and 4,312 survived.
 Only 100 or so U-Boat crew in two submarines, sank near the Cay Sal Bank. The number of seamen whose ships were not attacked and airmen, army personnel and laborers who built and manned the bases and anti-sub patrols is not covered in this short paper.
The geographic parameters of this research have been determined by three parties, the Kriegsmarine (German navy 1935-1945), the United States Navy, in coordination with the US and Royal Air Forces, and the author. On German charts the action covers sectors DB, DC, DM, DN, and DO – east of Florida, North of the Greater Antilles. In the US system the Bahamas are, inconveniently, overlapped by three sectors: the Caribbean Sea Frontier (including the Puerto Rico Sector), the Gulf Sea Frontier, and the Eastern Sea Frontier.
 The author’s criteria are broken into four major criteria, since strict geography is not easily applied:
· attacks anywhere in the 20’s latitude or 70’s longitude are considered

· attacks that are nearer to the Bahamas than, say, Cuba or Florida, count

· if there is a physical nexus it is included, in that a faraway attack leads to

· survivors being landed in the Bahamas

· owners  of Bahamas-registered ships being affected commercially

· Bahamians could see a burning wreck from shore

· Two triangles, as follows: 

To simplify the geography I ask readers to consider two simple triangles: the first runs in the “L” shaped by Florida’s east coast and Cuba’s north coast, with a line connecting Cape Canaveral to the north and San Juan to the south. The second triangle is larger since no other nation except Bermuda could claim the attacks as their own, though they also occurred north of Hispaniola, Puerto Rico, the Virgin Islands and Antigua. For simplicity’s sake this is the Bermuda Triangle, which, since it has variants, will include Key West (rather than Miami) as its southwestern terminus, as the Cay Sal Bank is Bahamian territory and an important hunting ground for allies and axis powers alike. The larger triangle connects San Juan to Bermuda almost straight north 1,000 miles and Key West, including most of the Old Bahama Channel. Of the more than a dozen passages along and through the Bahamas, the Strait of Florida, Old Bahama Channel, Caicos, Crooked Island, and Mayaguana, and northeast and northwest Providence Channels play the most critical roles, as does the Windward Passage just south of Inagua. (See endnote for a list of 15 channels or passages dissecting the Bahamas and Turks & Caicos).

While the Bahamas were not the operational center of any singular campaign during the time-period covered, the archipelago was in the center of - and straddled - a number of major choke points for merchant shipping traffic, which became flash points. The Bahamas form a kind of sieve through which merchant shipping as well as U-Boats needed to pass in order to reach the US Gulf, the Caribbean, and the Halifax convoys to Europe from Venezuela’s oil-producing Maracaibo basin. The Bahamas cover 5,382 square miles of land and sea. The Turks and Caicos Islands add 2,970 square miles, for a total land and sea area of 8,352 miles. If the Bahamas were deep (the very name derives from ‘baja mas’, or ‘too shallow’) then U-Boats would have to chase ships across an area thousands of square miles – because of the islands, the Old Bahama Channel is a mere 20-30 miles across in places, and the Straits of Florida only about 50 miles in width. The Bahamas place merchant ships between a rock and a hard place on two of its three sides. 


Strictly speaking, the war arrived in the Bahamas in the form of two emaciated Able Seamen, Roy Widdicombe and Bob Tapscott who had been adrift in an open boat for ten weeks (70 days) before landing at James Cistern, Eleuthera, on October 30, 1940. Their ship, the ANGLO SAXON, had been sunk on August 21st in a viscous attack by a German Raider, the WIDDER, commanded by Helmuth von Ruckteschell. They had drifted an astounding distance of over 2,000 miles from the sight of the attack. Thirty nine of their shipmates had died from bullet wounds, exposure or drowning. Constable Elijah (who this author has met)
, retrieved the men, who where then welcomed to Nassau by the Governor of the Bahamas, H.R.H. the Duke of Windsor and treated by Dr. John M. Cruikshank, Chief Medical Officer of the Bahamas. After brief publicity tours in the Bahamas and US they were sent back to the front lines of the axis submarine war on shipping, where Widdicombe was drowned in a U-Boat attack a mere day away from landfall back in Britain. Since a Raider, not a U-Boat sank the ANGLO SAXON, and since J. Revel Carr has treated the episode exhaustively in “Brave Sailors All,” the incident deserves only passing reference in this paper.

Shortly after Germany declared war on the United State on December 11, 1942 Germany began picking off defenseless ships off the US and Caribbean coasts in two waves of attack named Paukenschlag (“Drumroll”) and Neuland (“New Land”) in January and August 1942. The war had arrived in the Bahamas. Neuland alone, which was directed specifically at the Caribbean, accounted for over one third of all allied tonnage sunk in 1942 - 36%, in fact; an astounding figure.
 
Ulrich Heyse, in command of U-128 which was less than a year into its commission, had enjoyed success off the Florida coast with the attacks on the US-flagged tankers PAN MASSACHUSETTS on 19 February and CITIES SERVICES EMPIRE three days later, leaving 25 killed off Cape Canaveral. He cruised eastward through the Bahamas and struck the closest blow to the islands of the war a week later when, just after 3PM, he sent a torpedo racing into the hull of the O. A. KNUDSEN,  a Norwegian tanker carrying 11,007 tons of vaporizing oil. The ship and her crew refused to die, however, and for twelve hours, well into the next morning, the submarine and the merchantmen played a deadly game of cat and mouse. The U-Boat would attack, the seamen would re-board the ship and send Mayday signals, the U-Boat would attack, the crew would board again, repair the engines and steam for land, and the cycle would repeat itself, until sailors re-boarded to extract petrol for the motorized life boat. The merchant ship NUEVA ANDALUSIA reported a ship afire to the US military but no vessels or aircraft were sent to aid the ship or its crew (this became the subject of an allied inquiry.)
 Just before 3AM on the 6th of March Heyse attacked with gunfire, setting it alight so that it finally burned and sank.

The victims’ master and crew set off for land, 65 miles away, and reached the coast of Great Abaco just north of Hole in the Wall, the following day. They were towed ashore by a schooner and landed in the vicinity a timber wharf called Wilson City, from whence they were taken to a lumber mill at Cornwall. One of the men, Able Seaman Olaus Johannesen, was unfit for further travel and when the survivors set off for the hospital in Nassau on the eighth of March, he was left behind. He had been a miner in Svalbard, Norway until he left his hometown after the Germans occupied it. Two days later he died in the care of the lumberman, and, when the weather and poor infrastructure prevented their moving his corpse, he was buried on site. Within a few years the lumber around Cornwall had been harvested and the lumbermen moved on, vacating their temporary community and leaving Johannesen’s bones alone in the bush. There no longer is a Cornwall, Abaco.

One of his Johannesen’s crew mates, Able Seaman/Gunner Waldemar Lund had escaped from Norway before the Nazi invasion by sailing a small boat across the North Sea in the fall. Blinded in one eye by U-128’s gunnery attack, he and the crew were met on arrival Nassau the Duke of Windsor who “personally provided them all with new clothes.” Because Lund lost his injured eye during a two-week convalescence in Nassau, the authorities tried to list him as unfit for further service in merchantmen, but he vigorously objected, pointing out “that one eye was quite adequate for looking down a barrel and taking aim.” He later sailed for many years as a gunner.”

While Heyse was attacking the O.A. KNUDSEN, allied military and airmen stood by impotent and inactive in the face of her many hours of distress calls. They were off balance, as at the same time the 3,110 ton US freighter MARIANA, carrying sugar from Guanica, Puerto Rico to Boston, was struck by a torpedo from U-126 under Ernst Bauer. The attack occurred only 30 nautical miles north of Cape Comete, East Caicos Island, in the Turks and Caicos, and 45 miles east of the Bahamian island of Mayaguana. All 36 men on board, including Captain Ivan Elroy Hurlstone, were killed when the ship plummeted to the sea floor on a steep ridge which dropped off from 3,000 to 5,000 meters in depth. A steam ship built in 1915 for the New York & Puerto Rican Steam Ship Co. (Agwilines Inc), of New York.

MARIANA’s eight officers and 28 men probably didn’t know what hit them – the only groups keeping track of all these attacks were US and Royal Navy personnel who not only didn’t warn merchantmen about the U-Boat menace, but intentionally kept the information from the general public. It stands to reason that a few survivors would have made it away from the MARIANA, since the torpedo hit just aft of the main mast and she was carrying a non-flammable cargo, but if they did they were never heard from again. Two days before killing the MARIANA, U-126 sank a target of opportunity, the Norwegian bulk carrier GUNNY carrying 3,100 tons of manganese ore and mahogany between Trinidad and New York. The attack occurred 490 miles east of San Salvador, Bahamas, and 24 of her 36 men under Captain Otto Henrichsen were killed. The survivors were picked up a week later by the Swedish ship TENMAREN. 
Ernst Bauer would to on to amass one of the most impressive killing tallies of the war, with over 24 merchantmen and a warship sunk worth over 150,000 tons, the barometer of success for U-Boat skippers. On this patrol alone he would sink nine ships in the region – the CARDONIA, BARBARA, ESSO BOLIVAR (in the Windward Passage between Haiti and Cuba), HANSEAT, TEXAN, OLGA, and COLABEE. He would retire from the Bundesmarine in 1972 and live until 1988.
 
On the following day, 6th March 1942, Commander Carlo Fecia di Cossato of the Italian submarine (R.Smg.) ENRICO TAZZOLI, acting in coordination with overall U-Boat command in France in a joint venture called Betacom, opened its Caribbean account by sinking the ASTREA,
 of unconfirmed provenance, but believed to be a Dutch steamer of 3,190 tons, 610 miles east of San Salvador. Di Cossato would go on to be one of the Aces of the region, accounting for six ships – tied with Reinhard ‘Teddy’ Suhren in U-564 and bested only by Bauer in U-126. The TAZZOLI’s victims would include CYGNET in sight of San Salvador, MONTEVIDEO, and DAYTONIAN, whose survivors landed in Nassau.
 He sank the 3,156 ton Norwegian tanker TONGSBERG-FJORD ON March 6th, on a voyage from Bombay to New York with a cargo of tea and rubber, 560 miles northeast of Elbow Cay Light Abaco. The captain's boat with 18 on board was located by the Dutch TELAMON in the morning of March 13th and its occupants landed in Jeremie, Haiti on the 16th. The others were picked up by the Norwegian tanker VELMA on the 18th.

 Meanwhile his four colleagues were busy in their assigned patrol area to the east of the Bahamas
 in a group called Betasom – Commander Ugo Giudice
 in the R.Smg. GUISEPPE FINZI sank the 7,011 ton British tanker MELPOMENE, killing all hands on the 6th of March. She was 465 miles east-northeast of Grand Turk Island Light, and all of her crew perished. The following day Giudice sank the Swedish 4,258 ton freighter SKANE (named for the region in Southern Sweden which produced Absolut Vodka and Lund University), 490 miles east of Grand Turk also killing all hands. On the 7th of March, two days after dispatching the MARIANA off Mayaguana U-126, under Bauer killed two ships within sight of each other: the US-flag BARBARA carrying 4,015 tons of general cargo and the US freighter CARDONIA, with 81 tons of the same. Both sank about nine miles northeast of L’Isle Tortue off the northwest tip of Haiti. The CARDONIA had seen the BARBARA being attacked and was racing for shore when she too, was struck despite zig-zagging and laying an improvised smoke screen (the engineer pours extra oil on an exhaust manifold, and the resulting smoke wafts on the sea surface).
 One crewman was killed on board, and 26 killed aboard the BARBARA. 
The following day U-126 sank the ESSO BOLIVAR, 10,389 tons, in the Windward Passage before cruising between the Bahamas and Cuba in the Old Bahama Channel and sinking four ships in as many days. The Panamanian tanker HANSEAT of 8,241 tons sank on the 9th, 35 miles southwest of Great Inagua Light, followed on the 12th by the OLGA, 2,496 tons, TEXAN, 7,005 tons, and COLABEE, of 5,518 tons. All were American flagged, and the OLGA was nearest the Bahamas, at only about 35 miles southwest of Cay Santo Domingo (the southernmost of the Ragged Island chain) – all but one of the 33 crew survived and were taken to Guantanamo Bay Cuba by the US Navy. The COLABEE lay only 22 miles south-southeast of Cay Lobos, a lonely islet sitting alone on the Bahama side of the channel. The ship survived but 25 men were killed. The TEXAN sank 40 miles west-southwest of Cay Santo Domingo. Her crew were picked up the following day by the Cuban fishing vessel YOYO – out of 47 men, nine were killed. 
On the 11th of March Commander Athos Fraternale on the Italian submarine R.Smg. MOROSINI took credit for sinking the 5,966 ton British tanker STANGARTH, at 22° 45’ N, 57° 40’ W, however Uboat.net reports that the STANGARTH did not leave New York for India until that same day, more than a thousand miles to the northwest. Though Jurgen Rohwer, in his indispensible list “Axis Submarine Successes of World War Two” credits MOROSINI, U-504 under Poske has also been credited with sinking the same ship further to the west (at 22 degrees North, 65 West) five days later, on the 16th of March. Since there were no survivors, it is difficult to verify. Either MOROSINI struck the STANGARTH and failed to sink her, sank a different ship, or U-504 simply finished off the derelict. 
A report by Italian submarine historians suggests that MOROSINI attacked STANGARTH or a similar vessel at around that time, but that the ship got away: “On the 11th of March it attacked a tanker launching two torpedoes, but failing both to hit the target and recognize the name of the vessel…. Just before sunset of the same day, Captain Fraternale intercepted the British cargo STANGARTH of 5,966 t., sinking it in position 22° 45’ N, 57° 40’ W with the torpedo on the early hours of March 12th.” 
 This author is inclined to credit U-504 with STANGARTH’s sinking, as daily positions were given for her which coincide with the sinking during the sub’s return from the Bahamas to Europe, and the Italian records lack specificity and may be subject to a degree of unconfirmed exaggeration. Since Kelshall credits the MOROSINI,
 the jury is still out. MOROSINI went on to sink the OSCILLA on the 16th and on later patrols the PEDER BOGEN and TYSA well to the east of the Bahamas. Fraternale’s colleague Guidice sank the CHARLES RACINE on the 10th of March 580 miles east south east of Grand Turk Light. All of these events occurred on the outer fringe of the range covered herein.
Guidice, di Cossato and Fraternales’s grim work would not have been known to Bahama islanders, and indeed the passing of their victims would go unnoticed for weeks, until the ship was overdue in port, survivors landed on a distant shore, or the sub commanders themselves broadcast their attacks and the allies were able to decipher them. A poignant example of a low-technology trading vessel sunk with all hands was the ALBERT F. PAUL
, a four-masted schooner. U-332 under Johannes Liebe encountered 185 miles northeast of San Salvador and dispatched with a torpedo after deck guns failed to sink the ship in heavy seas. She was carrying salt from Turks Island to her owners in Baltimore and all 8 crew were killed, including, presumably, Captain Southard and his wife Ruby.
 (Rohwer and others credit U-332 with the Yugoslavian TREPCA off Hatteras the same day, which is not possible, therefore either the dates or position are wrong, a confusion worsened as U-Boats struck without warning and radioed base less). 
TAZZOLI prowled to the north of the Bahamas, on the 13th sinking the 6,434 ton British freighter DAYTONIAN 115 miles east of Elbow Cay, Abaco, in 4,500 meters of water. The captain, V. J. Egerton, described a cheerful conversation with Di Cossato, after which he “asked if we wanted anything and then waved goodbye.” “The sub captain was a pretty decent chap,” the wireless operator said. “He fired only one torpedo. And then waited for us to leave the ship before finishing her off with shells from a deck gun.” 
  One crew member was killed, and the 58 survivors drifted in boats for 42 hours before being picked up by a Dutch ship and taken first to Nassau and then Miami. This cheerful allied propaganda belies the harsh reality of being struck by U-Boats, often in the dead of night and without warning, and tossed ill-prepared into a cold or shark-infested sea without being able to send a warning. Stilgoe, in his study of life-boat survival, recounts a merchant captain refusing to be rescued because he preferred the comfort of his sturdy war-board-issued lifeboat and the nearby coast over the would-be-rescuer’s next port of call. Studies of ships like the BUSHRANGER (see KOLLSKEGG, below) rescuing survivors only to be sunk itself provides a more realistic picture of the dangers experienced.

Two days later the violent reality of the U-Boat war would again be brought directly to the shores of the islands, when the TAZZOLI sent a torpedo tearing into the side of the 8,780 ton British tanker ATHELQUEEN on the 15th of March a mere 50 miles east of Elbow Cay Light, Hope Town, Abaco. It was to be a messy killing of the 1928-built Furness tanker, leading to highly unusual damage: the submarine itself stove in its forward torpedo tubes in a collision with its victim.
 While collisions are not unheard of (Suhren in U-564 collided with U-106, Harald Gelhaus, on 13 February, removing U-106 from a highly promising patrol),
 this incident begs the question of what a sub was doing so close to the side of its victim, as the entire purpose of a torpedo is to provide a safe distance between attacker and attacked, and allow the sub to maneuver out of the way quickly before counter attack. The Italians distinguished themselves from the Germans both in their courtesy to their victims (going so far as to invite them aboard to dinner),
 and in blunders like this – the other sub, the TORELLI ran aground off Spain after being attacked from the air on June 2, 1942 en route to patrol the northeast of the Bahamas. 
The ATHELQUEEN was en route from Hull, England to Port Everglades (Fort Lauderdale) Florida in ballast, meaning she was not carrying a volatile petroleum cargo. Captain C. J. R. Roberts led the 49 officers and crew towards nearby Abaco, a voyage which took them two days, until the 17th. Sadly three of the men were drowned coming through the surf: greaser David W. Firth, age 52, Senior Third Engineer William Proctor, age 30, husband of Nellie from Cadishead, Lancashire, and Able Seaman Harold Jones, 21, son of William and Mary Jones of Conway, Caernarvonshire.
 The remainder of the men were “looked after by local people,” before being sent to Nassau and thence repatriated to the UK, no doubt to continue as merchant seamen in that country’s hour of need. Jones, Proctor, and Firth were buried in unmarked graves in the berm above the beach. A plaque erected by the Wyannie Malone Historical Museum in Hope Town commemorates the stranding and mentions Captain Roberts’ report on 30 June 1942.
 
On the 10th of March Di Cossato sank the CYGNET
 by a terrifying combination of torpedo and deck gun. A Greek freighter of 3,268 tons, she sank close to Dixon’s Point, San Salvador, that the victims could see land as 30 of them set out from the wreck. All of them survived, which indicates that they must have received aid from the islanders, however the historical record is silent as to their exact fate. Probably the ship sank at the ‘drop off,’ where water slides from shallow to 3,000 then 5,000 meters precipitously. If they sought shelter from U-Boats as they cleared Columbus’ first landfall in the new world and the Crooked Island Passage, en route from Demerara (British Guyana) to Boston with bauxite, they didn’t find it, though U-Boats would not venture into the shallow, clear waters for fear of being seen and bombed from the air. The CYGNET had been requisitioned by the US government during World War I, and sold to the Goulandris Brothers’ Halcyon Steamship Co.
 Some sources identify her as Panamanian flag.

Less than a week after the CYGNET sank U-161 under Albrecht Achilles transited the Bahamas en route to a deadly patrol in the Caribbean. Achilles tallied over 20 attacks and 105,664 tons sunk, including a US and a British naval ship before being sunk off Brazil by a Mariner aircraft. Shortly after U-161’s transit the CHILORE, a US cargo ship of 8,310 tons, reported a submarine in the Straits of Florida near Sand Key. The CHILORE was subsequently sunk by U-576 (Heinicke) off Cape Hatteras. On April 4th 1942 U-154 under Walter Kolle sank the COMOL RICO east of Mayaguana, killing three and splattering the ship and survivors in some of her 8,068 tons of molasses cargo.
 
The next day U-154 struck again, sinking another molasses tanker, the CATAHOULA 200 miles southeast of Grand Turk Light, killing seven out of a crew of 45 and destroying most of the survival gear. The CATAHOULA was 5,030 tons, US flag, and en route from the Dominican Republic to Wilmington Delaware when struck. A week later, on the 13th, U-123 under ace Rienhard Hardegen sank the 2,609 ton US freighter LESLIE off Cape Canaveral, killing four of her crew of 32 and sinking her cargo of 3,225 tons of Cuban sugar.
The sinking of the KOLLSKEGG, of 9,858 tons, on 6th April far to the north of the Bahamas. The fact that her survivors were taken to Nassau, but other survivors sunk in the Bahamas might be taken to Cuba illustrates that proximity does not determine where survivors are landed. Literally a fluid environment, where survivors of one ship might end up in several different ports. In war time as in commerce, time is money and ships don’t deviate for non-life-threatening concerns such as delivering survivors to a destination of choice. KOLLSKEGG was carrying 8,000 tons of crude oil and 6,300 tons of fuel oil when U-574 under Hans Oestermann, a U-Boat Ace with 56,000 tons to his name, attacked. The narrative below sheds some light on the struggles that mariners faced not only during attacks, but in coping with the days, weeks or months hoping for rescue, or at least relief.  
    KOLLSKEGG “stopped for a short time, but then continued, heading at full speed towards Hampton Roads… Four crew members were lost. 38 survivors abandoned ship in three lifeboats. The boat of the master was found by BUSHRANGER after 21 hours and the survivors were landed at Nassau, Bahamas on 11 April. In the evening on the 7 April, another lifeboat got in contact with two lifeboats, the new survivors had been sunk by U-571 (Möhlmann) on 6 April [this was the KOLL, see endnote
]. The boats stayed together for a while, but the near gale force wind separated them again. The survivors in the two remaining lifeboats from KOLLSKEGG were picked up on 14 April by a Canadian warship and taken to Halifax. At 03.54 hours on 1 June, the BUSHRANGER was hit by a torpedo from U-107 (Gelhaus) causing the ship to sink rapidly.

The deposit of KOLLSKEGG’s hapless survivors and the evident chaos involved in trying to account for persons from disparate ships, origins, nationalities and destinations must have placed an extraordinary strain on – and been an inordinate distraction to – administrators in bases like Nassau, which were otherwise not directly touched by enemy action. The U-Boat menace strained local trade and communication amongst the islands and delayed the transport of Bahamian laborers to American fields where a labor shortage threatened the harvest.
 Landings by dismayed and disfigured survivors surprised and placed strains on local communities who were literally kept in the dark about the U-Boat presence until debris and people littered their beaches. Hospitals in Nassau tended to stranded survivors, and ‘survivor camps’ were set up throughout the Caribbean islands along with air strips.

On April 20th U-154 under Walter Kolle, sank the region’s only Canadian victim, VINELAND 41 miles north-north-east of Mayaguana, in the same area as the RUTH, MARIANA and FAUNA. The 5,587 ton, Hog Island-built steamship was en route between Portland Maine and the Virgin Islands when a torpedo struck it aft. A minute later a surface-running torpedo barely missed, but a coup de grace at 9:20 pm tore off the stern section. Still the ship floated, and it took the sub’s crew firing five rounds from the deck gun to sink her. Kolle questioned Capt. Robert A. Williams and the 34 survivors (one crewman was killed), and they later landed on Turks & Caicos
.
Meanwhile, further north U-201 under Adalbert Shnee sank the DERRYHEEN 450 miles northeast of Great Abaco Light, sending 11,036 tons of general cargo including nitrates and motor trucks to the bottom but sparing her crew of 51 on April 22nd. A week later U-109 attacked the WORDEN, a 333-ton Nicaraguan trading ship, but only damaged her. U-109’s master, Heinrich Bleichrodt, had just come from sinking the HARPAGON east of Cape Hatteras (well northeast of the Bahamas) and the LA PAZ and LAERTES off Cape Canaveral Florida (135 miles or so north-northwest of West End, Grand Bahama). Bliechrodt in U-48 had sunk the CITY OF BENARES early in the war, killing 260, many of them evacuees and civilians.
 On April 30 Harro Schacht in U-507 announced his arrival in the theaters by sinking the FEDERAL, a US freighter en route from Tampa, Florida to Banes, Cuba in ballast. Five of her 35 crew were killed, the rest were ferried to Gibara. The incident happened only 30 miles from Santo Domingo Cay in the Ragged Islands. 
U-506 under Erich Wurdemann opened up a new killing zone on May 3rd, 1942, utilizing the three channels which form the boundaries of the large Cay Sal Bank which are part of the Bahamas politically but geographically in the southwest extreme of the country and wedged between Cuba and the Florida Keys. He sank the Nicaraguan motor ship SAMA, of 567 tons, a mere 30 miles west of Orange Cay, which itself an isolated island south of the Bimini chain and northwest of Andros, facing the Gulf Stream. The SAMA was owned by the Bahama Shipping Co. Ltd. and registered to Bluefields Nicaragua. She was sailing from Baracoa, Cuba to Jacksonville, Florida with a cargo of bananas. All 14 of her crew survived, presumably being taken to Florida. SAMA began life as the four-masted Estonian schooner HARJUMAA in 1922. On the same day a renown U-Boat ace, Rhienhard “Teddy” Suhren in U-564 began sinking a series of ships off Florida’s east coast on his way to and past the Bahamas. The US tankers OCEAN VENUS, DELISLE, ECLIPSE, OHOIAN, LUBRAFOL and Mexican tanker PORTRERO DEL LLANO were all hit off the coast of Florida, causing understandable consternation and intense salvage and rescue work ashore. It truly was a “happy time” for he and Cremer in U-333 who followed by attacking the JAVA ARROW, HALSEY, and AMAZONE in quick succession, and added the CLAN SKENE, northeast of the Bahamas, on his return trip. 
One of the reasons for this orgy of destruction was the American insistence on allowing shore-side cities to remain fully lit at night, providing an opportune backdrop against which ships were silhouetted against the shore to U-Boats which stayed on the cool ocean floor during the day and attacked at night. While it is easy to deride King for stalling on convoys and other measures on the east coast, he was scalded by Churchill’s insistence the Americans deploy decoy freighters called Q-Ships whose real mission was sinking subs. The ATIK and ASTERION were abject failures. The ATIK
 was mowed down and sunk with the loss of all 141 naval personnel on its first night out of base by U-123 under Hardegen. It was the navy’s worst loss of life since Pearl Harbor and King apparently didn’t forget it – the ASTERION was ultimately mothballed and had no success despite several patrols through the Bahamas. Convoys and light restrictions were imposed in mid-late 1942.

Suhren, who entitled his autobiography humbly “Ace of Aces: Memoir of a U-Boat Rebel”
 describes his entry into the Florida and Bahamas region with characteristic breeziness thus:

Germany and Italy had declared war on the USA in December, 1941. This had legalized a position that had more or less existed for a while, as a consequence of America helping Great Britain by supplying war-materials, of undisguised threats to the Axis powers, and of armed incidents at sea. …In order to mount an attack where it was least expected – namely on their very doorstep – it needed a long arm, and our old submarine types couldn’t manage it without help. …We were worried about finding room for the necessary quantities of oil and provisions in the limited space we had available. ….I managed to sink six ships (40,000 tons in all) in the Straits of Florida, that hundred miles of seaway between Florida and the Bahamas linking the Gulf of Mexico to the Atlantic. …the beaches were still blazing with lights, business was going on as usual, and lighthouses and buoys twinkled away as though in peace time. It took a long time for the Americans, who had been taken completely by surprise, to grasp what was really going on here… It was only after six months, to be exact on 15 May 1942, that the Straits of Florida were finally completely blacked out. …I covered the whole length of the Florida Straits from North to South, sometimes off the Bahamas, sometimes off the American coast.
 
This passage speaks more than anything to the thousands of miles patrolled in and around the Bahamas which have gone largely unnoticed by history, since after August 1942 it became harder for U-Boats to sink merchant ships and easier for Allies to pinpoint submarines using Radio Direction Finding (RDF), airborne radar, and broken intelligence signals (called Enigma) taken from a captured U-Boat. As the war progressed sinkings in the Bahama region became those of, rather than by, U-Boats, and allied losses were attributable as much to self-destruction and weather as any other factor. 
The Bahamas were as difficult to navigate for the allies, who lost three US naval vessels there, as the Germans, who lost two submarines near the Straits of Florida. And sometimes ill-equipped naval gunners could be forgiven at shooting at anything that moved, including fellow merchantmen, allied aircraft, and even whales, who set off sonar detection devices and were depth-charged in droves during the war. The MANGORE, for example, thought she saw a U-Boat on March 31st 1942 in the Straits of Florida and was credited with fighting it off. The next ship the merchantman attacked, however, was the allied ship EDWARD L. SHEA on April 11th off Cape Canaveral. The jittery MANGORE was in a collision with a British freighter at the entrance to Buzzards Bay, Massachusetts – all damage barring a suspected U-Boat being self-inflicted.
 As demonstrated by U-564’s collision with U-106 and TAZZOLI’s collision with ATHELQUEEN, U-Boats were not above errors, either. 
A combination of Suhren’s 14 May sinking of the POTRERO DEL LLANO, a 4,000 ton Mexican tanker, 39 miles from Gun Cay Bimini, and Hermann Rasch’s fatal attack on FAJA DE ORO, another Mexican tanker of 6,067 tons on 21 May, from U-106 off Cuba resulted in 24 dead and led to Mexico’s declaration of war against Germany the next day, on May 22, 1942.
 (Most Central American nations including Cuba declared war on Germany in December 1941, with Panama and Brazil following in 1942 and a flurry of nations declaring once the outcome was all but certain, in early 1945.
 Likewise Karl Nietzel’s sinking of the MALDONADO, a 5,285 ton Uruguayan freighter did little to please that otherwise pro-German nation. Donitz and Hitler had to admit that their antagonizing Brazil by sinking ships off their coast by U-Boats lost the Germans a large swathe of previously neutral coastline when that country sided with the Allies in retaliation. By provoking nations to shed their neutrality the U-Boats unwittingly instigated a further permeation of air bases in new countries which only constricted the increasingly narrow geographical windows in which they could operate free of air attack. His disregard of the air threat cost Rostin in U-158 his boat and the entire crew after the sinking of the EVERALDA between Bermuda and Bahamas on 30 June 1942. 
Eventually the Allies set up decentralized ‘hunter killer’ groups in mid-Atlantic. Based from aircraft carriers and not saddled by Donitz’s centralized communication and command structure, these Allied groups were extremely effective at cutting off the Germans’ crucial mid-Atlantic resupply rendezvous, accomplished until then from the slow and heavily burdened U-Tankers called ‘milch cows.’ The German’s strategic goal was to cut off the oil supply from Maracaibo Venezuela to Europe and sink more allied tonnage than could be replaced in time. Though they managed to place 300 U-Boats in operation two years into the war (which they had started with a mere 50), the U-Boats were only able to maintain their dominance in the area for so long before the industrial might and resources available to their enemies, combined with technological developments such as radar, overwhelmed them. When their attacks in the Caribbean were no longer profitable, they pulled back. 
On 6 May U-108 under Klaus Scholtz attacked the Latvian steamer ABGARA, of 4,422 tons carrying sugar from Jamaica to Canada. She went down only 17 miles southeast of Great Inagua Light in 1,500 meters of water, fortunately sparing her crew of 34. They presumably rowed, sailed or motored to Matthew Town, Inagua for assistance. Ten days later U-751, skippered by Gerhard Bigalk hit the NICARAO 95 miles east of Palmetto Point, Eleuthera with a single torpedo. The 1,445 ton US-flag and lightly armed ship was en route from Jamaica to Jacksonville with a cargo of 500 tons of fruit, bananas, cocoanuts and charcoal. In the scramble to escape the ship an officer and six seamen were drowned, the balance being rescued by the ESSO AUGUSTA on the 17th of May. On the same day as their rescue, U-558 under Gunther Krech
 sank the FAUNA only 25 miles from Mayaguana, and midway into the Caicos Passage, in 5,000 meters of water. The little 1,254 ton Dutch ship had been carrying a general cargo from New York to Turks Island, and the 27 survivors of a crew of 29 made it to Providenciales later that day.  


May ended with a bang in the region: on the 28th U-506 under Erich Wurdemann shelled the 4,457 British bauxite carrier YORKMOOR 318 miles northeast of Abaco, though all 46 crew survived. The following day another Bahamian ship, the WESTERN HEAD was sent to the bottom in the Windward Passage by U-107’s Gelhaus, with the loss of 24 sailors and 3,700 tons of sugar bound from Jamaica to Canada. Captain Thurlow Bagnell and five others were saved. U-107 had skirted the western Bahamas en route from Hatteras and exited via the islands to return to Europe. The WESTERN HEAD, of 2,599 gross tons, was owned by the Maritime Navigation Co. of Nassau, Bahamas, though she flew the British flag, as the Bahamas were a full colony at the time.

Three days later and only a few hundred miles away along Cuba’s northern coast occurred an unusual incident which would serve as a harbinger for a turning of the tide against the U-Boats. The DOMINO, a 3,170 ton American freighter presumably owned by the sugar firm of that name was waiting at anchorage four miles northeast of the channel into Nuevitas, Cuba when U-753 under Manhardt von Mannstein attacked at sunrise with just his machine guns. U-753 was out of torpedoes, having sunk two ships of 13,769 tons and damaged two others of 6,908 tons in the Caribbean.
 Since “her deck gun was out of action as a result of a collision earlier in the patrol,” 
 Von Mannstein tried scuttle the ship with charges, as he had with little effect to the schooner E. P. THERIAULT on 22 May. 
The crew, which had come from Florida and was waiting to load a cargo of sugar, had other ideas. “The ship replied with her four-inch gun. The submarine crash dived after three rounds had been fired. One of the merchant crewmen insisted that the second round hit the submarine. A large oil slick appeared and was seen by the master of the VERA CRUZ. [reportedly] the second shot struck at the base and a little forward of the conning tower…. At any rate, her attack on the merchant ship was frustrated.”
 Similarly, the tanker PATRICK J. HURLEY struck back at U-512 under Wolfgang Schultze when attacked en route between Aruba and Belfast east of the Caribbean on 13 September 1942, however the ship was sunk and 17 of 62 men were lost.


In June 1942 the submarines penetrated deeper into the region, spreading as far as the US Gulf, the Panama Canal Zone, Aruba, Trinidad and beyond to the coast of South America, often using the Windward Passage and the Straits of Florida as points of ingress and egress. When a destroyer was placed full time in the Straits, opposition tightened to the point that at least one U-Boat was turned back. But the region around the Cay Sal Bank would prove a killing ground for both allies and axis seamen. On June 2nd U-159 under Carl Emmermann sank the 5,446 ton CITY OF ALMA, owned by the Waterman Steamship Co., well to the east of the Bahamas. 29 of her complement of 39 went to the bottom along with 7,400 tons of manganese ore en route from Bombay to Baltimore. Two weeks later, on the 16th, U-67 under Gunther Muller-Stockheim torpedoed the Honduran flagged, 2,220 ton steamer MANAGUA 63 miles west-northwest of Elbow Cay, Cay Sal Banks, near the Florida Keys. All 25 survived, and her cargo of potash for Havana was lost. 
The sinking of the CHEERIO three days later in the Mona Passage would not normally merit mention except to establish modus-operandi to determine which sub attacked the SANDE, and to clarify that despite conflicting accounts, U-107 and Gelhaus must have sunk the 35-ton coastal schooner, as U-161 under Achilles was too far to the south to have effected it and returned to the Aruba area in the time allocated. Just as Hans-Gunther Kuhlmann of U-166 must have considered his luck before sinking a ship with the same name as his wife (the GERTRUDE)
, the reader must wonder what kind of skipper sinks a sail boat with a name as innocently welcoming as CHEERIO. The Straits of Florida, closer by far to the mainland US than the off lying islands, came under stringent protection by destroyers, blimps, patrol craft and aircraft to the extent that by mid July Horst Uphoff in U-84 could not penetrate the defenses. He “sank two ships and damaged another (WILLIAM CULLEN BRYANT, ANDREW JACKSON, and BAJA CALIFORNIA  before hastily retiring to the Bahamas.”
 U-129 under Witte “decided against attempting the Straits,” and went around Cuba instead.


Mid-June saw U-103 under Werner Winter transit into the region through the Bahamas to the Caribbean, where it would achieve no attacks. U-161 left the region at the same time. On the Italian side the MOROSINI arrived north of the Caribbean on the 28th and sank the TYSA, of 5,327 tons, well east of the islands, while the LUIGI TORELLI was turned back from a mission to the Bahamas by air attacks four days out of France – she limped to neutral Spain and was beached there, marking the effective end of Boscom vessels in the theatre. On 5 June U-172 under Emmermann sank the US-flagged, 3,480 ton sugar carrier DELFINA southeast of the Turks and Caicos, sending four of her crew of 31 down with her. U-129 under Bliechrodt was returning home when it sank the L. A. CHRISTIENSEN 525 miles east of Grand Turk Light. A mere 21 miles from Cay Lobos in the southern Bahamas, U-157 under Wolf Henne sank the 6,401 ton US tanker HAGAN on the 11th, killing four officers and four crew, the remaining 38, some of them injured reaching Cuba. To the west U-129 under Hans-Ludwig Witt hit the 3,274 ton US bulk ship MILLINOCKET midway between the Cay Sal Bank and Cuba, killing 11 of the 35 aboard and adding to his earlier kill of the HADWICKE GRANGE sunk to the east on the 12th. On the 28th Johannes Liebe in U-332 sank the RAPHAEL SEMMES 480 miles northeast of Abaco, following up on his earlier hit on the ALBERT F. PAUL. 

On the 27th U-153 under Wilfred Reichman sank the US steamship POTLATCH an astounding 980 miles east of Grand Turk Island, however, like the survivors of the ANGLO SAXON, the Bahamas were to be the crew’s salvation after nearly a month at sea. At 6,085 the freighter was a major kill for Reichmann, and he stayed in the debris field long enough to retrieve a number of tires and inner tubes from the 7,500 ton cargo of army supplies, including trucks and tanks on deck. The U-Boat skipper passed on cigarettes and advice to POTLATCH’s master, John Joseph Lapoint before heading back to France, where he insisted on stringing the inner tube along the sub’s rigging and ringing deck posts with tires as trophies for rubber-strapped Germany. 
Lapoint earned the US Merchant Marine Distinguished Service Medal for navigating 48 survivors across a vast swathe ocean to the uninhabited southeastern shore of Inagua. Arriving around 22 July minus two crewmen (one died of a shark bite and another of exposure in the raft, and six were killed in the attack), they were forced to follow wild donkeys to fresh water. The exhausted officers and crew then set out again, making Little Inagua but not yet finding human aid. Finally they sailed to Acklins Island, in the southern Bahamas, and after the 29th of July were tended by the British, who requisitioned the private power yacht VERGERMERE to take the 46 survivors to Nassau, where they arrived on the 1st of August.
 
VERGERMERE was owned by one of the Bahamas’ true characters, Betty ‘Joe’ Carstairs, a cross-dressing, lesbian heiress who owned and ran Whale Cay in the Berry Islands as her own personal fiefdom, hosting stardom there and prompting a book entitled “The Queen of Whale Cay.”
 A serious power boat and race car driver, she funded world record setting speed attempts but history records that aside from this voyage she and her yacht were snubbed by the powers that be, as was Swedish industrialist Axel Wenner-Gren and his yacht SOUTHERN CROSS, for different reasons.

On June 29th Reichman in U-153 struck again, leaving the shattered hull of the US flagged steam ship RUTH more squarely in Bahamian waters than that of any other known U-Boat victim. At dawn U-153 sent one torpedo into the fleeing RUTH, of 4,833 tons and carrying 5,000 tons of manganese ore from Rio de Janeiro to Baltimore via Trinidad. The result was an extremely violent explosion, yet the following description of her demise was not untypical: 
The explosion ignited the magazine and the whole stern was blown off. She developed a list to port and sank by the stern within two minutes. She sank so rapidly that the seven officers, 27 crewmen and four armed guards (the ship was armed with one 4in and two .30cal guns) had no time to launch boats or to leave the vessel otherwise. Three crewmen managed to swim to a raft that floated free and another crewman was picked up by the U-boat and placed aboard the raft after being questioned. The Germans apparently searched for other survivors before leaving the area. The survivors were picked up on 4 July by USS CORRY (DD 463) and landed at Trinidad three days later.

RUTH came to rest midway between Great Inagua and Acklins Islands, and only one third of the distance between Hogsty Reef (an ominous navigational hazard) and Castle Island Light, the strongest beacon in the region. This places her in roughly 2,000 meters of water and squarely between the aptly named Mira Por Vos (“Look out for us”) Passage and Mayaguana Passage, on the edge of the Crooked Island Passage. (Hogsty Reef was the fictionalized landing spot for Nazi gold in James Frew’s novel “Bahama Passage” years later.)


To the east U-505 under Axel Olaf-Loewe sank the US freighter THOMAS MCKEAN of 7,191 tons 590 miles east of Grand Turk Light on 22 June. 55 of 60 persons survived an intense conflagration as aircraft stowed on deck and 9,000 tons of military aid from the US went up in flames, as photographed from the sub.
 Olaf-Loewe first shelled the ship 72 times, then sent his crew into the lifeboats to administer first aid. The master, Mellin Edwin Respess, was aboard one of three lifeboats each of which landed in a different country. On 23 July he was killed when U-129 under Witt sank the ship carrying him home, the ONANDOGA, between Cuba and the Bahamas. Such stark footnotes are not uncommon. (U-505 had an ignoble end for the Germans – she was captured off Morocco, secretly salvaged and towed to Bermuda where the naval intelligence gleaned was invaluable to the allies. She became a major tourist draw as a live exhibit at Chicago’s Museum of Science and Industry,
 where she resides today. Prior to that she was the only boat whose commander killed himself when Peter Zschech shot himself in the control room in April, 1943.


On the 26th Rolf Mützelburg,  aboard U-203 sank the PUTNEY HILL en route to the Caribbean killing grounds as U-753 exited the region via the Old Bahama Channel. (Mützelburg, a rising ace, had a promising future ahead of him until he dove off the conning tower and accidentally hid the fuel tank, killing him.
 Unlike U-171 under Gunther Pfeffer transited the Windward Passage towards the US Gulf, where they would sink three ships for 17,641 tons but not return. She was sunk 115 days into its patrol, probably by a US Grumman aircraft in the US Gulf on August 1st, not far from where U-166 under Hans-Gunther Kuhlmann was pummeled into the Mississippi Delta mud, where she lay until discovered by a BP Oil crew half a century later. 

U-575 commanded by Gunther Heydemann opened the July ledger with the sinking of the NORLANDIA off Haiti on the 4th, followed four days later by his colleague Helmut Mohlman in U-571 who sank the J. A. MOFFETT, JR. near Tennessee Reef in the Florida Cays, some 52 miles north of North Elbow Cay on the Cay Sal Bank. The ship was salvaged, as were all 43 of the crew and gun crew who had put up a fight against the subs’ shelling and tried to beach the ship. The master, Patrick Sarsfield Mahoney, presumably the last to leave the ship, caught his arm in the life boat’s falls – it was amputated, and he bled to death as his ship steamed in slow circles. Salvor Merit, Chapman and Scott towed her to Key West that October. 
On July 11th Kuhlmann in U-166 shelled and sank the schooner CARMEN, off Haiti and 105 miles east of Grand Turk while headed for the Old Bahama Channel. There he sank the ONEIDA 53 miles south-southwest of Great Inagua Light on the 13th of July. Though the crew saw U-166’s torpedo, it was too late for the Ford-built 2,309 freighter travelling in ballast from San Juan to Cuba, and she sank in three minutes, with nearly a quarter of one side stove in. Six were killed and 23 were rescued, some of them by the Cuban schooner ZOILA once it was deemed safe to approach. 
On the 7th of July U-654 led by Ludwig Forster transited the Windward Passage through the Bahamas, inbound from the Atlantic to the Caribbean. He was sunk off Panama on 22 August on the 43rd day of his patrol. U-166 sank the fishing vessel laden with onions, the GERTRUDE south of the Florida Keys en route to its own demise on the 14th of July. A week later Horst Uphoff in U-84 brought down the 7,166 ton WILLIAM CULLEN BRYANT to the west of Cay Sal Bank. On 23 July Uphoff struck the ANDREW JACKSON, a President Line tanker in the straits off Cay Sal Bank, but the ship was rescued and put back in service.
On the same day Witt in U-129 sank the ONONDAGA, the US freighter carrying 2,309 tons of magnesium ore, killing 20, including a passenger, the master of the THOMAS MCKEAN. Survivors were picked up by the LAVENTIA of Cuba. On the 14th of July U-66 and its commander Markworth were harassed by Bahamian-based aircraft to such an extent east of the Turks & Caicos that they had to withdraw and regroup. Added to the stress of depth charge attacks on personnel and hull was the bothersome effect they had on torpedoes, which would misfire, run off, or fail to detonate as a result of the shaking they received. Suhren bemoaned hitting three new-built Victory-type ships with torpedoes which failed to explode, though the crew were seen racing to see the impacts.

By mid July the US Navy had begun organizing convoys along the eastern seaboard of the US and signed a cooperative agreement with Cuba and other nations to tighten the noose on U-Boats in the region. As a result, Admiral Donitz re-deployed U-89, U-132, U-402, U-458 and U-754 away from the area, mostly to the convoy routes east of Canada, or wherever needed. Nassau was spared the ignominy of St. Lucia, Aruba, the Chesapeake Bay, New York, Charleston, the Mississippi River, Sydney Australia and Trinidad and Tobago which were penetrated or mined by U-Boats. U-Boats were active in the West and East Africa, Arctic, the South Atlantic, the Indian Ocean and even the Persian Gulf, the Bay of Bengal, and Pacific Ocean as far as Japan and New Zealand, and German Raiders penetrated the Antarctic and captured entire whaling fleets. Just north of the Bahama region U-584, under Joachim Deecke deposited four German saboteurs on the beach at Ponte Vedra, near Jacksonville Florida, and a similar operation was carried out on Long Island, New York earlier in the year (all spies were captured and most hung).


On 7 July U-571 struck the British 8,141 ton freighter UMTATA 43 miles west of South Bimini. Four persons were lost out of 183 persons on board including 33 passengers. The rest were rescued by USS THETIS, which is credited with sinking U-157 in the Straits of Florida. UMTATA had earlier been sunk by Albrecht Achilles in U-161, using his first officers’ knowledge of local harbors from when he was a merchant seaman to sneak into the tight channel of Castries, St. Lucia and attack the UMTATA and the LADY NELSON on 10th March 1942. Both ships were repaired but the reaction by the allies can be imagined, and vast resources were dedicated to the immediate region of St. Lucia to prevent such an embarrassment, and especially to prevent a linkage between U-Boats and a powerful and potentially hostile Vichy French naval squadron in Guadeloupe. 
UMTATA did not survive her second attack and sank in the deep waters of the Gulf Stream along with 2,000 tons of mineral ore. On the 16th Achilles (UMTATA’s original nemesis) sank the FAIRPORT 400 miles east-northeast of Great Abaco. The 6,165 ton US freighter and passenger ship was in convoy AS-4 from New York to Suez carrying 8,000 tons of war material and a deck cargo of tanks. All 123 crew and passengers were rescued by USS KEARNEY (DD 432) and returned to New York minus one of the Waterman Steamship Company’s prize vessels.

The sinking of the four master schooner WAWALOAM by Walter Schug in U-86, while it occurred far afield, has a direct nexus to one of the Bahamas’ most colorful expatriate schooner captains. It was a rare case, like the CHERRY VALLEY (a 10,172 ton tanker which escaped from Markworth in U-66 despite severe torpedo damage on 22 July 1942 north of San Juan), and the ATENAS which fought off U-106/Rasch near the Mississippi and DOMINO and CHILORE already discussed, where the U-Boat skipper did a clumsy job of sinking a ship. When, after several attempts, Schug finally expended two torpedoes to no avail (except to warn the unsuspecting crew, who heard it over breakfast hum harmlessly beneath, set too deep a setting below their hull. Schug ultimately sank the schooner with shellfire. 
When Captain Louis “Lou” Kenedy requested that his crew of two officers, four crew, one passenger and a dog be fed and towed to shore, Schug’s colleagues muttered that he must have brass balls. As it was, the survivors successfully navigated their way in an open boat towards Canada and were rescued by the merchant ship IRISH ROSE on the 11th, and from thence transferred to HMS CAMPANULA (K 18) and taken to Newfoundland. (For a detailed story of Capt. Kenedy and his many schooners and Caribbean business ventures in them, see “The Last Schoonerman” by Joe Russell.)


Bernard Zurmuhlen of U-600 shelled the two-masted schooner VIVIAN P. SMITH 140 miles east of Grand Turk on the 10th of August just before midnight. The Lunenburg schooner of 130 tons burden was owned by an Uldaric Hassell of Barbados and was en route from Grand Turk to that island with 260 tons of salt. Despite 139 rounds of shells expended, of which 25 hit the rigging and 15 the waterline, all 11 men aboard were able to get away alive. She sank in less than an hour. Ultimately it required the expenditure of a valuable torpedo beneath the bridge to sink the ship, establishing a modus operandi that Zarmuhlen may well have used in the un-attributed sinking of the SANDE off Cuba several weeks later. Not all schooner hits were recorded, however commanders did have specific torpedo run and error reports to fill out in great detail for the U-Boat headquarters. The SANDE was reported by Lloyd’s of London as having been “shelled and sunk by an unknown submarine” off Cuba on August 31st 1942 and struck from the registers. The last position was about eight miles north of Gibara, Cuba and 40 miles south-southwest of Duncan Town Ragged Island, or 25+ miles south of Cayo Santo Domingo, Bahamas. 

Credit for her sinking has not been attributed by Rohwer, Kelshall, Uboat.net or others. By tracking movements and behaviors of over a dozen potential U-Boats responsible, the author has an inconclusive theory as to why U-600 is the most likely candidate. SANDE, like the VIVIAN P. SMITH was a smallish (60 ton) sailing ship, Honduras flag, sunk between Cuba and Bahamas. Lloyd’s War Losses reported SANDE shelled and sunk by an unknown submarine on 30/31 Aug, 1942, but no U-boat claimed the sinking of this vessel. She was en route westwards from Puerto Rico to Cuba and then Honduras. The analysis of U-600 incorporates plotted courses for various U-Boats as well as an appreciation of the relative speeds and hunting habits and geographical destinations of several other U-Boats. Three days after shelling and sinking the schooner VIVIAN P. SMITH Zarmuhlen sank the DELMUNDO and EVERELZA off the northwest tip of Haiti on the 13th of August. Though his cruise lasted from 14 July to 22 September, 1942 he does not report more sinkings. There are several reasons U-600 is a likely prospect:           
· Zuhrmhlen already sank a similar schooner with a similar ‘M.O’
· he had enough larger vessels sunk on this cruise (over 9,000 DWT) not to have to brag about a little sail vessel

· he had time to knock off SANDE on 30 August and return to base 

· it is recognized (Kelshall talks about it and so does Suhren) that some skippers just didn’t bother reporting small sailboat kills, and considered them more of a target practice and morale

The author’s final word is subject to his gaining access to original U-Boat logs, and possibly the original documents upon which Lloyd’s acted in de-listing the ship and crew.


Meanwhile, in a confused action in the Windward Passage after convoy WAT13, U-658 under Hans Senkel sank the Dutch freighter MEDEA on the 12th of August. The same day U-553 under Thurmann transited the Old Bahama Channel after a convoy, in league with U-163 and U-658, but they were deterred by aggressive convoy escorts and their accompanying aircraft. On the 18th Staats brought U-508 into the Straits of Florida after transiting the Windward Passage. On the 13th Gotffried Holtorf proved that a single good day can make an entire patrol and positively influence a career when he cornered three sizeable British ships in convoy TAW-12J up against Cay Santo Domingo and the southern Ragged Islands. In a series of deft shots he managed to sink the 2,300 ton British freighter MICHAEL JEBSON with four torpedoes just before noon. U-598 boldly remained surfaced during the entire day-time attack. After missing the tanker STANDELLA he fixated on bringing down the convoy commodore’s 7,000 ton flagship, the EMPIRE CORPORAL (mis-named in some texts as COLONEL). Thirty nine of the commodore’s crew were taken to Guantanamo, but 6 were lost including one gunner. 
STANDELLA suffered six of 58 crewmen killed en route from Curacao to Reykjavik with oil and spirits, but she lived through the war to be broken up in Hong Kong in the late 1950’s.
 MICHAEL JEBSON lost seven crew but 40 were rescued. Altogether U-598 left two large hulls in a corner only 17 miles west-northwest of Cay Santo Domingo. It was as though he shepherded the ships into a cull-de-sac, like forcing a school of fish onto a shallow flat on a falling tide, where he was able to fire into them at will until he obtained the desired results. Even then, air pressure from Cuba, Inagua, Mayaguana and from bases placed strategically throughout the Bahamas and Caribbean would have forced him to keep a wary eye out in the sky – a function for which a periscope was specifically developed.

November, 1942 was to see the highest rate of Allied tonnage sunk in the war (nearly 750,000 tons)
 but behind this statistic were several troubling ones: more U-Boats were on the water and the per-boat tonnage was less than in 1940, and they ranged much further (i.e. to the Indian Ocean where countermeasures were muted). The allies hit a magical point soon thereafter where they produced more tonnage than was sunk, indicating they were winning – and would win – Donitz’s strategic ‘tonnage war’.  In the first six months of 1942 “There were 171 ships sunk off the Atlantic Coast from Maine to Florida, 62 sunk in the Gulf of Mexico, and 141 in the Caribbean.  A total of 2,403 persons were killed and 1,178 were wounded. Explosions could be heard and burning wrecks could be seen from the shoreline at night.  Dead bodies, debris and oil washed ashore on east coast beaches.”
 The attacks certainly didn’t lack shock and awe value.

From the U-Boat perspective, 1942, punctuated by a steady flurry of sinkings and successes and comparatively few failures, ended with a whimper. Sporadic success dragged into mid 1943, becoming more like pulling teeth than knocking them out by the handful, as they had earlier managed to do. The submarines lost the flanking action which the Italian submarines of Betacom provided when they were pulled closer to the Mediterranean and ultimately were ceded when the Italians switched sides. And, as was shown in July of 1942, Donitz started pulling U-Boats back to more profitable waters, sending boats off Freetown, West Africa and closer to Europe and North Africa (where U-155, U-103, U-510, U-173, and U-515 were sent)
 to stall allied build ups there. In delaying the start of the Russian and North African allied campaigns they had succeeded, but in the Caribbean they had begun first to lose, and then to cede ground. Deaths by elite and well-trained U-Boat-men rose from a manageable hundred in the region into the thousands as submarines lost their resupply lines in from subs positioned mid-Atlantic and allied air attacks became both more comprehensive, fluid, mobile and deadly. 
Finally, the Germans fell into a technological lag with radar-detection units, and failed to appreciate the 3-inch air-mounted radar and the threat that the impressive Enigma code might actually be broken, though this was allayed by the addition of an extra encryption wheel. To illustrate this, Muller-Stockheim in U-67 and Albert Lauzemis in U-68 had to wait out significant portions of their patrols in order to repair Metox units in February and July 1943 respectively. Donitz finally recognized their uselessness and ordered skippers to truncate and reduce the amount of radio reports they sent, after U-158 and several others had doomed themselves with redundant and lengthy transmissions to base. The RUTH, by example, had an unexpected revenge when repeated reports of her sinking by U-153, like that of the EVERALDA and U-158 before her, allowed allies to hone in on and kill the offending sub.
 
A successful patrol by U-176 under Reiner Dierksen lasted from 6 April 1943 to when it was hunted down and sunk by vengeful Cuban naval units in the waters between the Bahamas and Cuba on 16 May. In that time Dierksen managed to sink two ships in the Old Bahama Channel, a feat, considering that only U-598’s convoy actions had resulted in such a score. On 13 May the sub attacked convoy NC-18 and first struck the Cuban freighter MAMBI, of 1,983 tons and in the employ of a distillery going home from Florida in ballast. The torpedo attack and sinking were so fast that out of 34 crew, including a defense team of five Americans, only 11 survived. At roughly the same time Dierksen sent two torpedoes into the NICKELINER, a Norwegian chemical tanker of 2,249 tons, laden with 3,400 tons of ammonia water. The results are well relayed by the Icelandic research team at Uboat.net. The torpedoes are described as hitting 
…the port bow and …the port side aft. The first explosion lifted the bow out of the water and threw water and flames about 100 feet into the air and the second released ammonia from the tanks. As the bow began to settle, the engines were secured and the eight officers, 15 crewmen, seven armed guards (the ship was armed with one 3in and two .30cal guns) and one passenger abandoned ship in two lifeboats 30 minutes after the hits.

The crew were rescued by a Cuban submarine chaser which wreaked its vengeance on U-176 three days later, sinking it a mere 21 miles south-southeast of Cay Sal, the namesake of the Cay Sal Bank, in 450 meters of water. It is considerably closer than the U-157 which was sunk by the USS THETIS off Key West, and U-159 sunk off Haiti in the Windward Passage. (Though divers in Bahamas claim that there are damaged U-Boats in both the Bimini and Berry Islands, and a claim that U-342 left parts off Abaco, none of these reports have been substantiated, the assumption being that these were post-war wrecks, of whatever provenance.)

A patrol by Uhlig in U-527 illustrates the changed tableau facing submarine skippers in the Straits of Florida and beyond – it can be seen as allegorical, as more than two dozen patrols to the region netted no kills in the Bahamas area. On 12 May 1943 U-527 sank a British ship being towed, and shortly after this attack they went around the north end of the Bahamas, and then struck a southerly course off the Florida coast. 

During the passage toward the Florida Straits, she sighted the Great Isaac lighthouse at night, and later the watch saw the glow from Miami at an estimated distance of 40 miles. The passage down the coast of Florida and through the Straits was described as fairly uneventful and was apparently for the most part, made on the surface at night. At least one blimp a day was sighted in the early morning or late evening in this vicinity. They were described by one crew member as "harmlose Tiere" (harmless creatures), but U-527 submerged upon each sighting. On one occasion at about 19:00 she sighted a blimp and immediately dived; several hours later she was ineffectively attacked by a surface vessel with depth charges. The crew presumed that they had been sighted by the blimp, which had notified a vessel of their presence. …she met a 500-ton U-boat commanded by Ober-leutnant Stahl  (U-648.) from which she was to be refueled….two boats traveled together before making the transfer.

On 15 July 1943 the beleaguered allies flying from Guantanamo Bay Cuba sank U-159 under Helmut Witte off Point Gravois, Haiti. Though Witte had sunk nothing on that patrol, he had 22 ships and 119,819 tons to his credit when he and his crew went down. As a less effective weapon than aircraft, the US deployed a novel ‘Q-Ship’ or disguised merchantman in the form of the ASTERION
 to cruise among the channels around the Bahamas for over a year, but the Germans, by coincidence or otherwise, didn’t bite at the supposed straggler, and the ruse was nowhere near as effective as the Germans’ well equipped blockade runners and raiders like the WIDDER. Finally, no matter how successful their patrols to the Caribbean and Bahamas theater were, boats were being sunk at an unacceptable level in the English Channel approaches and the crucial Bay of Biscay, before they could reach the impenetrable repair bunkers of Lorient, Brest, and Bordeaux. And some successes, like those against neutral nations, were double-edged swords. Cremer of U-333 sank a friendly German raider, the SPREEWALD homeward bound from Asia filled to the brim with loot and technical personnel. He was court-martialed on return but exonerated, as the Axis blockade runner was ahead of schedule and hadn’t waited for its U-Boat escorts.


A pyrrhic but noteworthy victory, against the US Navy airship K-74, provided U-134 under Hans-Gunther Brosin with its only kill of a patrol which lasted over 100 days. The U-Boat transited the Straits of Florida on July 15th 1943 but was forced northwards from the Old Bahama Channel kill zone by aircraft from Puerto Rico. On the evening of the 18th it was detected by the airship (blimp), whose commander, pilot LT Nelson Grills, disobeyed instructions not to engage, and, driven by a not uncommon fixation
 on attacking a sighted U-Boat, swooped in to drop its lode of Mark XVII depth charges on the unsuspecting sub. They failed to leave the airship, and counter fire from the surface vessel sent the blimp into a tailspin. It slowly sank, tail first, into the sea within a dozen miles of North Elbow Cay, Cay Sal Bank. 

The ten-man crew swam from the expected depth charge explosions as fast as they could, but when the airship remained afloat U-134 itself beat them to their craft in order to sample its material and return with the intelligence in hand. Like the survivors of Jack Kennedy’s PT-109, the naval airmen made for the nearest (Bahamian) cays, but before they could be pulled out of the water by the USS DAHLGREN (DD-187) aviation machinist’s mate Isadore Stessel drowned. He became the only US Navy airshipman killed in enemy action.
 Opinions differ as to the final resting place of the blimp, but in the eyes of its commander, Elbow Cay, Cay Sal Bank, was foremost, as his “main effort [was] to lighten the ship and keep it in air until North Elbow Cay could be reached.” and after ditching, and while Stessel was being attacked by a shark, “Lieutenant Grills spoke of doing considerable swimming in the direction which he thought would take him to North Elbow Cay.” 

Though U-134 escaped relatively unscathed, it was only partly to credit for the downed aircraft. Overall it was not a happy cruise for Brosin – an American aircraft piloted by John C. Lawrence seriously damaged the boat’s forward batteries with three depth charges, on the way to the theater they were attacked by Bermudian aircraft, and in January a crewman had killed himself – hardly uplifting. On the 28th of August 1943 the boat was sunk and all 48 hands were drowned.
 The hunters were becoming if not hunted, then wary. Suhren tells of asking why the skipper of a Milch Cow was not keeping a better watch for aircraft. The overconfident skipper replied “because we haven’t seen one since Iceland.” She was sunk hours later by carrier-launched planes.


Between 2 and 5 August 1943 the Bahama Islands played unwitting host to U-Boat chronicler Herbert A. Werner in U-230 as First Watch Officer under Paul Siegmann who was ordered to transit from the Hatteras region to an area east of Barbados for orders and to refuel. Though daily positions say they didn’t travel near the Bahamas at all, Werner wrote “we received orders to continue south through the Caribbean to waters east of the Windward Islands.., [and] ..we continued our march to the South with caution.. our position on August 13 about 300 miles east of Barbados.”
 U-183 under Heinrich Shafter transited the Windward Passage to a patrol off Cuba in March of 1943, and on April 3rd U-155 struck the GULFSTATE with two torpedoes 50 miles southeast of Marathon, in the Florida Keys and 60 miles west-southwest of Orange Cay, Bahamas. Three days later Maus in U-185 scored the last confirmed kill in the islands by picking off the lead ship in Convoy GTMO-83, the US Liberty ship JOHN SEVIER. She was only 25 miles west-southwest from Great Inagua Light when she went down with 9,060 tons of bauxite ore. Her full complement of 57 were rescued by the USS BENNETT (DD 473) and landed at Guantanamo that very day. 

1944 in the region was a year primarily of allied activity and axis secrecy. In late December of 1943 U-129 under Von Harpe tried repeatedly to attack convoys entering the Old Bahama Channel and Straits of Florida, but could never penetrate satisfactorily. As a result he spent much of his 115-day patrol fretting to the north, east and south of the Bahamas. After skirting the eastern fringes of the Bahamas the sub achieved its only kill not off San Salvador as reported, but on the approach to Cape Hatteras. Though credited with sinking the Cuban freighter LIBERTAD off San Salvador, the fact is that the ship is recorded as part of convoy KN-280
, and the only routes taken by that convoy were from Key West to Norfolk and/or New York (hence the initials K/N), it is highly unlikely the ship would have strayed south of the Northeast Providence Channel or even transited the islands at all. Reports that USS NATCHEZ rescued three of 18 survivors (from a total of 43) confirms that Rohwer and Kelshall are mistaken with respect to the location of the wreck and that U-Boat.net is correct.

That Von Harpe strayed so far from his Bahamas area patrol to bag a sinking illustrates how the table had turned since the happy days of Paukenshlag, when Poske, Cremer, and Bauer came south from the American capes in order to obtain a few easy kills off Florida and the Bahamas on their comparatively safe return voyages to home base. U-129 reversed the trend just over two years later. In June Hans-Jürgen Lauterbach-Emden in U-539 achieved a rare success by sending the PILLORY to the depths 275 miles southeast of Grand Turk Island, off the Mona Passage. In all 25 officers and men, including the master (Laurid N. Sorensen) were killed, and 22 survived. The ship had been in ballast on a coastwise voyage along the Puerto Rican coast, so Lauterbach-Emden had to creep quite close onshore to effectuate the hit. He then proceeded to the Panama Canal zone, where he sank two merchantmen. 
In terms of Allied casualties, two are brief and one is attenuated. YP 453, a District Patrol Vessel (some of them were converted civilian craft and thus specifications vary) was lost after grounding on the “Bahamas Bank,” presumably off the Old Bahama Channel, in late 1943. The fact that the same craft had inadvertently shot down a Royal Air Force aircraft and killed the pilot (pilots from the UK, Canada, Poland, Czechoslovakia and the West Indies were being trained from two airfields in Nassau) does not appear to be linked to this vessel’s mysterious disappearance. One can only presume that the crew were rescued. Called “Yippies” for their acronym (YP), they are described as “small, slow craft varying in size from 50 to 175 tons displacement. Wooden hulled and lightly armed, they were not intended for combat.”


SC-1059, a small US Navy warship described as a Submarine Chaser, is recorded as having sunk after running aground near the Bahamas,
 experienced a happier ending in that it is subsequently reported as salvaged. Submarine Chasers were designed to destroy German subs in the First World War and then later both Japanese and German submarines in the second. They are sized at roughly 110 feet and were armed primarily with depth charges. Suhren in his autobiography called US Coast Guard craft of similar dimensions “Ford gunboats” and admitted they were a decided antagonist in the Straits of Florida.
 They carried two officers and 20 enlisted men, had a beam of 17 feet, a draft of 6’6” (about the maximum for shallow water work in the Bahamas), and a speed of 20 knots. Though its location has not been verified, the vessel was ultimately saved.

Though the loss of life is staggeringly more than any single U-Boat victim in this study, the sinking of the US Navy Destroyer WARRINGTON (DD 383) 175 east-southeast of Great Abaco Light in the midst of a hurricane on 15 September 1944 cannot be directly attributed to U-Boats except insomuch as Donitz tried quite successfully to keep Allied defenses off guard. Her final mission was to protect the provision stores ship HYADES (AF 28) from attack by the enemy between Norfolk and Trinidad. Ironically the HYADES lost radio contact with WARRINGTON in the height of the storm, jogged past her, and was part of a flotilla to try to rescue the 73 survivors. Sadly, 248 officers and men were lost in this casualty. WARRINGTON is described as a Somers-Class destroyer of 2,767 tons (full), 381 feet in length, and commanded by Samuel F. Quarles.

Because it illustrates the resources available in an emergency in this sector near the close of the Atlantic war, it is worth cataloguing the rescue effort, a good portion of which must have been deployed from – or through – the Bahamas:
130 knot winds brought the ship to a standstill while waves pounded her hull to pieces. Sea water flooded the engine room, cutting off all power and damaging the steering mechanism. She took a list to starboard and rolled over, sinking stern first. …She regained headway briefly and turned upwind, while her radiomen desperately, but fruitlessly, tried to raise HYADES. A prolonged search by Hyades, Frost (DE-144), Nuse (DE-145), Inch (DE-146), Snowden (DE-246), Swasey (DE248), Woodson (DE-359), Johnnie Hutchins (DE-360), ATR-9, and ATR-62 rescued only 5 officers and 68 men of the destroyer's 20 officers and 301 men. WARRINGTON's name was struck from the Navy list on 23 September.

One of her last commanders, Robert A. Dawes, Jr., composed a 1996 retrospective on the loss entitled “The Dragon's Breath - Hurricane At Sea.”          

Less than a week later U-518 under Offermann illustrated why so many men continued to die protecting shipping when he transited the Bahamas en route to Cuba, just south of WARRINGTON’s last position. Their patrol lasted 106 days – and no ships were sunk.
� Sir Oliver Simmonds, inventor of the Spitfire, would join aviation magnate Sigrist on Prospect Ridge / Skyline Heights, where the author or grew up and where the Naval hospital was situated, after the war.





� Author’s own research, see Appendix  “Survivors Landed in Bahamas and Turks & Caicos”





� Definitions of German nautical terms: Waffe n. weapon, arms, instrument for use in attack or defense in combat (sword, gun, claws, etc.); any means used to fight with (skill, wit, etc.)  The German Navy of the Weimar Republic was called (� HYPERLINK "http://dictionary.babylon.com/Reichsmarine" \l "!!ARV6FUJ2JP" �Reichsmarine�) and the German Navy of the Third Reich (� HYPERLINK "http://dictionary.babylon.com/Kriegsmarine" \l "!!ARV6FUJ2JP" �Kriegsmarine�). Karl Donitz became a � HYPERLINK "http://dictionary.babylon.com/Grand%20Admiral" \l "!!ARV6FUJ2JP" �Großadmiral� and served as Commander of Submarines (Befehlshaber der Unterseeboote, B.d.U.), and later was Commander-in-Chief of the � HYPERLINK "http://dictionary.babylon.com/Kriegsmarine" \l "!!ARV6FUJ2JP" �German Navy� (Oberbefehlshaber der Kriegsmarine) despite never joining the Nazi Party. dictionary.babylon.com





� Between the 3rd and 13th of December 1940, Betasom ordered six submarines to the British Isles under an agreement with B.d.U, the German submarine command. Betasom is the joint agreement which saw Italian subs covering the flank of the Caribbean for German U-Boats. MARCICOSOM, is the Italian submarine command. See www.regiamarina.net/subs/submarines/tazzoli/tazzoli_us.htm





� http://dictionary.babylon.com/U-boat





� Typical Type IX-D2 Specifications


Displacement:�
1,616 to 1,804 (submerged) tons�
�
Dimensions:�
 287.5 x 24.5 x 17.75 feet�
�
Propulsion:�
4,400 hp 19.25 knots (surface) 1,000 hp 7 knots (submerged)�
�
Range: �
23,700 miles at 12 knots (surface) or 57 miles at 4 knots (submerged)�
�
Depth max: �
755 feet�
�
Armament: �
1 x 4.1 inch gun , 1 x 37mm and 1 x 20mm AA gun , 6 x 21 inch torpedo tubes (4 x bow , 2 x stern) , with 24 torpedoes or six torpedoes and 32 mines�
�
Crew: �
57�
�
� HYPERLINK "http://www.collectinghistory.net/U-182" ��http://www.collectinghistory.net/U-182�





� � HYPERLINK "http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/German_Type_VII_submarine" ��http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/German_Type_VII_submarine�





� Author’s research, see Appendices “Ships by Tonnage, Cargo, Flag, Survivor Notes” and “Personnel”





� Author’s research, see Appendices “Ships by Tonnage, Cargo, Flag, Survivor Notes” and “Personnel”





� Kelshall, “The U-Boat War in the Caribbean,” Naval Institute Press, Annapolis, MD, 1988, pp.9-11





� The Bahama islands form an oceanic plateau dissected in several places east to west: twice in the northernmost third, thrice in the southwest between Cuba and Florida (the little-known Cay Sal Bank) and severally at the ‘tail’ on the southeast extreme, and beyond Turks & Caicos, through which U-Boats and their victims passed. A list of these channels, straits and passages would include: 


Straits of Florida (Gulf Stream between Florida and the Bahamas)


Nicholas Channel, between Cuba, Florida Cays, and the Cay Sal Bank


Santaren Channel, between Bahamas and Cay Sal Bank


Old Bahama Channel, Cuba to Bahamas


Northwest Providence Channel connecting the Straits of Florida to Atlantic


Northeast Providence Channel, connecting the Atlantic to the Florida Straits


Crooked Island Passage


Caicos Channel


Mayaguana Passage


Turks Channel


Mouchior Bank Channel


Silver Bank Channel and (further afield)


Mona Passage (between Cuba and Puerto Rico)


Windward Passage (between Haiti and eastern Cuba) and


Anegada Passage (a conduit into the Caribbean from the eastwards).





� See photo of author with Constable Mackey (Retired), taken in James Cistern, Eleuthera, c.2005





� Carr, J. Revell, “All Brave Sailors,” Simon & Schuster, New York, 2004, map, photos, captions, and � HYPERLINK "http://www.scharnhorst-class.dk/hilfskreuzer/widder.html" ��http://www.scharnhorst-class.dk/hilfskreuzer/widder.html�





� Kelshall, p.xiv





� Uboat.net and Holm, Siri Lawson, cited below and in bibliography.





� In 1929 Cornwall was listed as Mill No 1 South of High Banks in West side forest by blue hole now called Sawmill Sink, then moved to Cornwall Mill No 2 (1 mile?) South of Crossing Rocks on West side, then moved to Cross Harbour Mill inland at Cross Harbour on South Abaco shore. It was begun in 1929 when US firm Milleville began constructing a freight dock which was subsequently destroyed by hurricane. The author believes that Cornwall can be found by following the railway tracks or bed inland from Wilson City. The curator of the Wyannie Malone Museum in Hope Town as well as developers in Abaco are assisting to identify the site and clear the grave. Cornwall is believed to have been abandoned after the war. 


� Siri Holm Lawson, 2006. She writes: “The text on this page was compiled with the help of: "Våre motorskip", Leif M. Bjørkelund & E. H. Kongshavn, article found in Issues No. 2 for 1975 of the magazine "Krigsseileren" (The War Sailor), "Tusen norske skip", Lise Lindbæk, "The World's Merchant Fleets", Roger W. Jordan, Axis Submarine Success of World War Two", Jürgen Rohwer, "Englandsfarten", Ragnar Ulstein, "Sjøforklaringer fra 2. verdenskrig", Norwegian Maritime Museum, Volume II, (ref. � HYPERLINK "http://www.warsailors.com/freefleet/boeker.html" �My sources�). Some details were found in a summary of statements by survivors, received from Tony Cooper, England (from British archives).” warsailors.com/singleships/oaknudsen, June 2009.





� � HYPERLINK "http://www.uboat.net" ��www.uboat.net�





� � HYPERLINK "http://www.uboat.net/men/bauer.htm" ��http://www.uboat.net/men/bauer.htm� and http://www.uboat.net/boats/patrols/patrol_3831.html





� Finnish Steamship Company was founded in 1883 with the business idea to transport Finnish butter to England via Hull1). The FSC placed orders for two steam ships, which were combined freight- and passenger ships. The Wigham Richardson & Co shipyard in Newcastle-on-Tyne built s.s. Astrea, delivered in 1891 For the TAZZOLI, see � HYPERLINK "http://www.xmasgrupsom.com/sommergibili/tazzoli.html" ��http://www.xmasgrupsom.com/sommergibili/tazzoli.html� an Italian database giving the list of TAZZOLI’s Killed in Action (honor roll) as well as specifications of this sub





� � HYPERLINK "http://www.uboat.net" ��www.uboat.net�





� http://www.warsailors.com/singleships/tonsbergfjord.html





� For a list of all ships hit by Italian subs in this theater, see  � HYPERLINK "http://www.regiamarina.net/subs/actions/sub_ops_us.asp?area=A" ��http://www.regiamarina.net/subs/actions/sub_ops_us.asp?area=A�, 





� See http://www.xmasgrupsom.com/sommergibili,  an Italian database giving the list of TAZZOLI’s Killed in Action (honor roll) as well as specifications of this sub  The Commanding Officers (from left to right) LT.Cmdr Carlo FECIA DI COSSATO (Smg. Tazzoli), LT.Cmdr Emilio OLIVIERI (Smg. Calvi),LT.Cmdr Antonio DE GIACOMO (Smg. Torelli), LT.Cmdr Ugo GIUDICE (Smg. Finzi) receive the GERMAN IRON CROSS�� INCLUDEPICTURE "http://i56.photobucket.com/albums/g183/dive1tom/Comand.jpg" \* MERGEFORMATINET ���





� � HYPERLINK "http://www.uboat.net" ��www.uboat.net� and author’s insight from reading other similar efforts to improvise smoke screens





� � HYPERLINK "http://www.regiamarina.net/subs/submarines/morosini/morosini_us.htm" ��http://www.regiamarina.net/subs/submarines/morosini/morosini_us.htm� and Rohwer, page 84 for MOROSINI, and for U-504 see http://www.uboat.net/allies/merchants/1442.html 





� Kelshall, U-Boat War in the Caribbean, page 66, http 





� See Burgess, Robert H., COASTING SCHOONER THE FOUR-MASTED ALBERT F. PAUL. Charlottesville: Univ. Press of Virginia, 1978. One of the last of the North Atlantic working coastal ships, launched in 1917 and lost at sea in 1942. Includes trip book and list of voyages and chandlery list. Publication no. 58 of the Mariners Museum. 


� Johnson, Will, Special Saba Features Memories of a father "The Sailor's Sailor": “After arriving in New York in 1927, Stanley was not to return to Saba until 1936. During those nine years he sailed for four years on the four master schooner the "Albert F. Paul", with Captain Southard and his wife Ruby, who were like family to him. The "Albert F. Paul" sailed from Nova Scotia and the New England fishing grounds to the Gold Coast of Africa. The other schooners upon which Stanley sailed carried various goods and products as diverse as corned codfish from New Bedford, Massachusetts and potatoes from Long Island, to salted cowhides from Brazil. He traveled around the Cape of Good Hope in South Africa and the Horn of Africa while sailing for Moore-McCormack Lines and Kerr McGee. During these years he also sailed the inland waterways, particularly the Hudson, from the St. Lawrence Seaway to New York harbor. He sailed on the Georgia, the Tennessee and the Mohawk, carrying timer down the Hudson. After sailing inland for several years he returned to the sea, sailing out of Mobile, Alabama and New Orleans, Louisiana for the Waterman Steamship Company of Boston, Massachusetts.” (Actually Waterman has traditionally been operated from Mobile, Alabama – author). sabatourism.com/scenes_wj45 


� British Vessel Sunk off U.S. by Italian Sub Miami, April 6 (U.P.) – The captain of a medium-size British merchant vessel, torpedoes off the Atlantic coast, said today that the submarine which sank his ship was “of the larger class of Italian submarines.” The captain, V.J. Egerton, said that the submarine surfaced after the crew had taken to the lifeboats and “the sub commander hollered to us and asked in everything was all right. He also asked if we wanted anything. Then he waved good-by.” Egerton and 50 crew members were landed at Nassau and later were brought to Miami. They drifted in six lifeboats for 42 hours before being picked up by a Dutch vessel. The torpedoing occurred in the daytime on March 13. One man was lost, Thomas Jon…., seaman, who apparently died of a heart attack shortly after the torpedoing. The senior wireless operator of the vessel, Anthony William Coy, 2, of London said the sinking marked the sixth time his ship had been blown from under him. Cox participated in the evacuation at Dunkirk, and said he was ready for another assignment to sea duty. “The sub captain was a pretty decent chap”, the wireless operator said. “He fired only one torpedo. And then waited for us to leave the ship before finishing her off with shells from a deck gun”. Capt. Egerton said he was sure the submarine was Italian. He said there were about 20 men on its deck and that it flew the Italian flag. http://www.regiamarina.net/subs/submarines/tazzoli/tazzoli_us.htm


� Stilgoe, John R., “Lifeboat,” University of Charlottesville Press, 2003, and � HYPERLINK "http://www.uboat.net" ��www.uboat.net� – KOLLSKEGG, KOLL, BUSHRANGER entries and others





� For a photo of the damage to TAZZOLI, see � HYPERLINK "http://freepages.family.rootsweb.ancestry.com/~treevecwll/athelqueen2.htm" ��http://freepages.family.rootsweb.ancestry.com/~treevecwll/athelqueen2.htm�. 





� Surhen, Teddy, “Ace of Aces,” pp.119-120





� on December 21st, the Tazzoli intercepted and sank the 4,814 t. British ship QUEEN CITY. …Some of the wounded were taken aboard the Tazzoli and celebrated Christmas with the Italian crew. http://www.regiamarina.net/subs/submarines/tazzoli/tazzoli_us.htm





� � HYPERLINK "http://freepages.family.rootsweb.ancestry.com/~treevecwll/athelqueen.htm" ��http://freepages.family.rootsweb.ancestry.com/~treevecwll/athelqueen.htm�.“A survivor from the M/V ATHELQUEEN, Alan Heald who was the 3rd Radio officer and only 19 at the time, wrote an article for the Museum in Hope Town, Abaco relating the events of the sinking, the lifeboat voyage, the loss of the 3 men on the Elbow Reef and the ensuing contact with the folks from the village. He later talks about his repatriation to the UK via Nassau, Bahamas.” (Tony Bennett, Wyannie Malone Historical Museum, Hope Town, Abaco, c.2007)





� Wyannie Malone Historical Museum in Hope Town, � HYPERLINK "http://www.hopetownmuseum.com/" ��http://www.hopetownmuseum.com/�





� CYGNET 3,628 g.t., built 1917 by Rotterdam Droogdok Mij, Rotterdam for Van Nievelt, Goudriaan & Co, Rotterdam as the MIRACH, 1918 requisitioned at New York by U.S. Government, 1919 returned to owners.1939 sold to Halcyon SS Co, (Goulandris Bros), Panama renamed CYGNET. 11th Mar.1942 torpedoed, shelled and sunk by ENRICO TAZZOLI while 5 miles off San Salvador, Bahamas on voyage Demarara - Boston with Bauxite. See � HYPERLINK "http://archiver.rootsweb.ancestry.com/th/read/Mariners/2005-05/1116095262 and Uboat.net" ��http://archiver.rootsweb.ancestry.com/th/read/Mariners/2005-05/1116095262 and Uboat.net�.





� The Goulandris family of Greek shipowners subsequently made themselves at home in the Bahamas, where several generations have kept winter or full-time homes. The patriarch in 2009 became chairman and the driving force behind modernizing the Bahamian ship registry and promoting the industry in the Bahamas and the Bahamas maritime flag in particular.





� � HYPERLINK "http://www.xmasgrupsom.com/sommergibili/tazzoli.html" ��http://www.xmasgrupsom.com/sommergibili/tazzoli.html� an Italian database giving the list of TAZZOLI’s Killed in Action (honor roll) as well as specifications of this sub. Di Cossato was on shore when she was sunk under a different commander en route to Singapore in the Bay of Biscay on 16 May, 1943, probably off Spain.


 


� The US Navy, in its history of the ASTERION Q-Ship mistakenly claims the ASTERION crew watched the COMOL RICO being attacked on April, but this was really the US BYRON T. BENSON sunk by U-552 as the attacks were over 1,000 miles apart. (Cressman, March-April 1942, p.85).





� At 17.00 hours on 6 Apr, 1942, � HYPERLINK "http://www.uboat.net/boats/u571.htm" �U-571� fired a spread of two torpedoes at the unescorted Koll (Master Einar Knudsen) east of Cape Hatteras and hit her with both torpedoes on the port side. The explosions killed two men on watch below and set the ship on fire. After 33 survivors abandoned ship in three lifeboats, the U-boat came alongside the boats and asked the usual questions and handed the survivors some crackers. Whereupon the U-boat fired 30 rounds of 8.8cm gunfire into the #1 tank, which exploded and caused the ship to sink at 17.15 hours, while burning gasoline spread across the water with a tremendous development of smoke and heat. A Canadian crew member on a raft took his clothes off when the flames approached and managed to swim away and was picked up after 30 minutes by one of the boats.�The master´s motor lifeboat tried to tow the two other boats, but due to a strong wind the next day, the boats were let go and they lost sight of them after three hours. The survivors in the motor lifeboat were picked up by the Portugese steam merchant Cunene and taken to Lisbon on 25 April. Cressman, Robert J., “The Official Chronology of the U.S. Navy in World War II,” Contemporary History Branch, Naval Historical Center, Washington, DC, 1999





� The saga continued for the hapless BUSHRANGER crew after they rescued the KOLLSKEGG survivors the lucky ones became survivors themselves: No lifeboats were launched and only four rafts were cut loose. 17 crewmen of the 37 crew members and six armed guards on board died, among them the master. Six men clung to a floating vegetable bin which had floated free and were eventually picked up by the raft of the chief mate. 


     The four rafts stayed together for three days but on the fourth day the raft of the chief mate disappeared. On 7 June, the survivors on this raft were picked up by a US Navy Catalina aircraft and were taken to Kingston, Jamaica. On 5 June, the 19 survivors on the remaining three rafts saw a large aircraft circling three times, dropping flares and then left to the west. On 12 June, they were picked up by US Coast Guard cutter USS NIKE in 21°00N/83°30W and taken to Key West. 





� Lawlor, James and Anne, “The Harbour Island Story,” MacMillan Caribbean, Oxford, 2008, specifically pages 257-258 and the passage (after covering HRH the Duke of Windsor and his visits to Eleuthera) “…a contingent of 1,850 men and women from the Bahamas …set out by boat [to work the ‘contract’ in the US as laborers under HRH the Duke of Windsor’s plan], but were turned back because of German submarine patrols. On 6 May, 1943, they left again on Pan American Airlines from Oakes Field” (for Florida). It is noteworthy, when reading the War Diaries (Cressman) that reports by Pan American and other commercial pilots played an important and much deferred-to role in identifying military incidents, such as oil slicks, as well as identifying and locating survivors in lifeboats. It was an integration of commercial and military interests, one feeding the other until the military component could be fully self-sufficient of the Civil Air Patrols (CAP) which were instituted in mid 1942 after the conflagration of wrecks of Florida created by the likes of Suhren, Poske, Cremer, and Bauer.





� Kelshall, Survivor Camps 96, 97, 250, 25 1 , 429





� � HYPERLINK "http://uboat.net/allies/merchants/1552.html" ��http://uboat.net/allies/merchants/1552.html�





� At 00.01 hours on 18 Sep, 1940, the City of Benares (Master Landles Nicoll) in convoy � HYPERLINK "http://www.uboat.net/ops/convoys/convoys.php?convoy=OB-213" �OB-213� was hit in the stern by one torpedo from � HYPERLINK "http://www.uboat.net/find_boat.php3?find_boat=48" �U-48� and sank after 30 minutes 253 miles west-southwest of Rockall. The ship had been missed by two torpedoes at 23.45 hours on 17 September. She was the ship of the convoy commodore (Rear Admiral E.J.G. Mackinnon, DSO, RN) and the first ship in the center column. 15 minutes after the hit, the vessel was abandoned, encountering difficulties with lowering the boats on the weather side of the ship. � HYPERLINK "http://www.uboat.net/allies/warships/ship/4410.html" �HMS Hurricane (H 06)� (LtCdr H.C. Simms, RN) picked up 105 survivors and landed them at Greenock. 42 survivors were adrift for eight days, then picked up by the � HYPERLINK "http://www.uboat.net/allies/warships/ship/4344.html" �HMS Anthony (H 40)� (LtCdr N.J.V. Thew, RN) and landed at Greenock. The master, the commodore, three staff members, 121 crew members and 134 passengers were lost. The City of Benares carried 90 evacuated children, which had been on their way to Canada to escape the German air attacks on Britain. 77 of them lost their lifes. After this incident, no more children were sent overseas. www.uboat.net


� � HYPERLINK "http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/USS_Atik_(AK-101)" ��http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/USS_Atik_(AK-101)� and � HYPERLINK "http://www.history.navy.mil/danfs/a/asterion.htm" ��http://www.history.navy.mil/danfs/a/asterion.htm�





� Suhren, Teddy, and Brustat-Naval, Fritz, “Ace of Aces: Memoirs of a U-Boat Rebel,” Naval Institute Press, Annapolis, MD (US), translated by Frank James, 2006





� Suhren, Teddy, “Ace of Aces”, p.118-121





� The Mangore was headed from Cuba to Florida on March 31, 1942 when at 1410 her Armed Guards sighted a surfaced submarine. Both units were in a rain squall. The ship fired at the submarine and certainly drove it under. On April 11, 1942 S.S. MANGORE (U.S. cargo 4066 tons) SSS, sighted and fired upon suspicious craft 8 miles 150° T from Beaufort Inlet gas buoy. Craft then disappeared. Apr. 12: Distress traffic ended for both the EDWARD L. SHEA and the MANGORE and this invites the conclusion that the MANGORE fired on the SHEA S.S. MANGORE sighted sub and made direct hit at 28-42 N., 80-30 W. (about 20 miles from Cape Carnaveral, Fla.) Explosion - large quantity of oil came to surface. At 2115 object reported moving slowly seaward. MANGORE was later in a serious collision with a British freighter off Hen and Chickens Shoal on the entrance to Buzzards Bay, Massachusetts. (Source: the War Diary of the US Navy for 1942) The Mangore was headed from Cuba to Florida on March 31, 1942 when at 1410 her Armed Guards sighted a surfaced submarine. Both units were in a rain squall. The ship fired at the submarine and certainly drove it under. � HYPERLINK "http://ibiblio.org/hyperwar/USN/Admin-Hist/173-ArmedGuards/173-AG-3.html" ��http://ibiblio.org/hyperwar/USN/Admin-Hist/173-ArmedGuards/173-AG-3.html� Author’s note: This may have been U-654 (Suhren) or U-106 (Rasch)





� Prior to the attack, Suhren had noticed an illuminated flag painted on the side of the ship and the identification books indicated that the ship had to be Italian, but this was not possible due to the position and route of the vessel so he decided to sink the tanker. The Mexican flag has the same colors like the Italian but has an eagle in the central part. The problem was that only ships of the Mexican Navy were permitted to show the eagle on the flag, the Mexican merchants were only allowed to paint the flag without eagle on the side of their ships, this resulted in the misidentification of their nationality.�On 1 Jun, 1942, Mexico declared war on Germany after two Mexican tankers had been sunk by U-boats: Potrero del Llano by � HYPERLINK "http://www.uboat.net/boats/u564.htm" �U-564� on 14 May and � HYPERLINK "http://www.uboat.net/allies/merchants/1690.html" �Faja de Oro� by � HYPERLINK "http://www.uboat.net/boats/u106.htm" �U-106� (Rasch) on 21 May. 





� HarperCollins, “Atlas of the Second World War,” p.207





� Krech was concerned about retribution by the British after his sinking of the VANCOUVER ISLAND and the loss of its complement of 105 mariners and passengers while  being held in a US prison. Over his career of 10 missions he sank some 22 ships of 116,766 tons. Like Hardegen he served several years in the Luftwaffe before rejoining the German Navy (Bundesmarine). Another U-Boat captain, Werner Henke of U-515 “committed suicide by pretending to be escaping the POW camp on 15 June after falling victim for US mind games while in captivity.” � HYPERLINK "http://uboat.net/boats/u515.htm" ��http://uboat.net/boats/u515.htm�. 





� http://www.uboat.net/boats/patrols/patrol_2372.html





� Rohwer, “Axis Submarine Successes in the Second World War,” p.100, note (2)





� http://ibiblio.org/hyperwar/USN/Admin-Hist/173-ArmedGuards/173-AG-3.html





� At 01.35 hours on 13 Sep, 1942, the unescorted Patrick J. Hurley (Master Carl Stromgren) was attacked with all guns by � HYPERLINK "http://www.uboat.net/boats/u512.htm" �U-512� about 950 miles northeast of Barbados just when a lookout spotted the U-boat about 150 yards off the starboard bow, running parallel to the ship. The U-boat had missed the tanker with a torpedo during daylight the day before and apparently had a long time to catch the tanker, which was running at 15 knots. The gunfire hit the mid-ships cabins, destroyed the radio antenna, wrecked the lifeboats, destroyed the forward 3in gun (the ship was armed with one 4in, one 3in, two 50mm and two 20mm guns), damaged the engine room and holed the tanker at the waterline, starting a fire in the cargo. The tanker increased speed to about 17 knots and tried to escape by evasive maneuvers, while the armed guards fired six rounds from the stern gun and the 20mm guns, but to no avail. The U-boat fired about 30 shells, which turned the ship into a flaming inferno within ten minutes and caused her to sink shortly after dawn. The most of the ten officers, 34 crewmen and 18 armed guards on board abandoned ship in two lifeboats and two rafts when she was still under way and later redistributed into the two boats. The master, three officers, nine crewmen and four armed guards were lost. Source: Uboat.net, � HYPERLINK "http://ibiblio.org/hyperwar/USN/Admin-Hist/173-ArmedGuards/173-AG-3.html" ��http://ibiblio.org/hyperwar/USN/Admin-Hist/173-ArmedGuards/173-AG-3.html�





� Kelshall, p.130


� Kelshall, p.122





� Kelshall, p.122





�Betty Carstairs (born Marion Barbara Carstairs ) (1900 – 1993) was a wealthy � HYPERLINK "http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/United_Kingdom" \o "United Kingdom" �British� power boat racer known for her speed and her eccentric lifestyle. After she invested $40,000 purchasing the island of � HYPERLINK "http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/List_of_Islands_in_the_Bahamas" \l "Whale_Cay" \o "List of Islands in the Bahamas" �Whale Cay� in the � HYPERLINK "http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Bahamas" \o "Bahamas" �Bahamas�, she lavishly hosted such guests as � HYPERLINK "http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Marlene_Dietrich" \o "Marlene Dietrich" �Marlene Dietrich�, the � HYPERLINK "http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Duke_of_Windsor" \o "Duke of Windsor" �Duke� and � HYPERLINK "http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Wallis,_The_Duchess_of_Windsor" \o "Wallis, The Duchess of Windsor" �Duchess of Windsor�. She not only constructed a Great House for herself and her guests, but also a lighthouse, school, church, and cannery. She later expanded these properties by also buying the additional islands of � HYPERLINK "http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/List_of_Islands_in_the_Bahamas" \l "Bird_Cay" \o "List of Islands in the Bahamas" �Bird Cay�, � HYPERLINK "http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Cat_Cay(s)" \o "Cat Cay(s)" �Cat Cay�, � HYPERLINK "http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/List_of_Islands_in_the_Bahamas" \l "Devil.27s_Cay" \o "List of Islands in the Bahamas" �Devil's Cay�, half of � HYPERLINK "http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/List_of_Islands_in_the_Bahamas" \l "Hoffman_Cay" \o "List of Islands in the Bahamas" �Hoffman's Cay�, a and a tract of land on � HYPERLINK "http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Andros,_Bahamas" \o "Andros, Bahamas" �Andros�.� HYPERLINK "http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Betty_Carstairs" \l "cite_note-Summerscale-2#cite_note-Summerscale-2" \o "" �[3]�After selling the island in 1975, Carstairs relocated to � HYPERLINK "http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Miami" \o "Miami" �Miami�, � HYPERLINK "http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Florida" \o "Florida" �Florida� where she lived until her death in 1993. See Kate Summerscale (1997). � HYPERLINK "http://www.richmondreview.co.uk/features/summer01.html" \o "http://www.richmondreview.co.uk/features/summer01.html" �The Queen of Whale Cay�. London: Penguin. � HYPERLINK "http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Special:BookSources/0670880183" �ISBN 0-670-88018-3�. Carstairs tried to contribute to the war effort. When the British Navy issued a request for boats to use as minesweepers, she immediately offered her finest schooner. "This ship," Carstairs wrote in a press release, "one of the most beautiful private schooners in the world, has been placed by Miss Carstairs unreservedly at the service of His Majesty's Navy." His Majesty's Navy turned the ship down as unsuitable. Carstairs offered her schooner to the American Navy and again it was refused. In a biography of her a senior Royal Navy officer responded to her request to enlist with the succinct reply “wrong time, wrong gender.”





� Summerscale, Kate, “� HYPERLINK "http://www.richmondreview.co.uk/features/summer01.html" \o "http://www.richmondreview.co.uk/features/summer01.html" �The Queen of Whale Cay�,” Penguin Books, London, UK, 1997








� http://www.uboat.net/allies/merchants/1870.html





� Frew, James, “Bahamas Passage”, Kingston Publishers Ltd., Jamaica, 1997 (this author has met Frew)





� � HYPERLINK "http://www.uboat.net/allies/merchants/1871.html" ��http://www.uboat.net/allies/merchants/1871.html� for a stark photo of THOMAS MCKEAN exploding


�





� Bermuda Maritime Museum, � HYPERLINK "http://www.bmm.bm" ��www.bmm.bm�, Chicago’s Museum of Science and Industry, � HYPERLINK "http://www.msichicago.org/whats-here/exhibits/u-505/" ��http://www.msichicago.org/whats-here/exhibits/u-505/�





67 While outbound east of the Azores on 24 Oct, 1943 the boat was severely attacked by depth charges. Peter Zschech apparently broke down and took his own life with a handgun in the control room of the boat. The IWO, Oblt. Paul Mayer (26), then took command, evaded the pursuers and returned the boat to � HYPERLINK "http://www.uboat.net/flotillas/bases/lorient.htm" �Lorient� on 7. Nov, 1943. 





� Kptlt. Rolf Mützelburg died on 11 September, 1942 in a freak accident. Taking the opportunity to go swimming in the Atlantic southwest of the Azores, he dived from the conning tower and struck the deck with his head and shoulder when the boat lurched suddenly in the swell *. The doctor from the Milk Cow � HYPERLINK "http://www.uboat.net/boats/u462.htm" �U-462� arrived the next day, but too late, and Rolf Mützelburg was buried at sea on 12 September, 1942 in position 36.14N, 31.21W.On 15 September, 1942 the daily Wehrmachtsbericht announced : Kapitänleutnant Rolf Mützelburg, U-boat commander, recipient of the Knights Cross with Oak Leaves, lost his life on patrol. The U-boat arm has lost an outstanding commander and a successful fighter. The boat continues her patrol under the command of the senior watch officer. Teddy Suhren in his � HYPERLINK "http://uboat.net/books/item/2262" �biography� states that Mützelburg hit the saddle tanks and not the deck though. www.uboat.net


� Surhren, “Ace of Aces,” p.122





� Johnson, David Allan, “Betrayal” Hippocrene Books, New York, 2007, Abella, and Gordon, “Shadow Enemies: Hitler’s Secret Terrorist Plot Against the United States,” Lyons Press, Guilford CT, 2002





� Russell, Joe, “The Last Schoonerman – The Remarkable Life of Captain Lou Kenedy,” The Nautical Publishing Company,  Far Horizons Media Co., NetPV, Inc. Rockledge Florida, 2006.





� To eliminate all but U-600 as the suspected attacker of the SANDE the author analyzed each of the following prospects who might have effected the attack: 


U-508 Staats, Florida Straits to Windward Passage Aug 18, 42 on a cruise between 25 June and 15 Sept. 1942 in which he sank the MANZANILLO and the SANTIAGO DE CUBA (it would have been a rush for him to sink SANDE on the 31st then return to Lorient by 15 Sept.)


U-658 - Hans Senkel, Aug 12, 42, also after convoy WAT13 24 ships sank Dutch Freighter MEDEA (see U553). He was reported in the area at the same time, but getting back to France between 30 Aug. and 12 Sept. would have been a serious rush. He would have been motivated by his successes and also his near-missed in the Windward Passage to bag a kill on the way home, however he was also harassed in the Windward Passage too and somewhat confused over whether he sank just the MEDEA or more than that. 


U-163  - could have done it, entered the Windward Passage and exited between roughly Aug. 10 and Aug. 30 (on a cruise between 21 July and 16 Sept. 1942 with no confirmed kills)..


U-509 operated North of Caribbean Aug 42, really entered through Mona Passage, south of Greater Antilles, North only to NW Cuba. It sank no ships during its patrol 25 Jun – 12 Sept. 1942 (thus it seems that unless U-509 was keeping radio silence or was perhaps embarrassed that he only hit a small sailing ship, he kept quiet about it. But since he lived to return to base it seems likely some of the crew would have bragged, or taken photos. They never entered the Old Bahama Channel, but only going to the South and West of Cuba, so that rules him out. 


U-553 Thurmann, Old Bahama Channel off Cuba after a convoy, Aug 12, 42 (see U163, U658). Between 19 July and 17 Sept. 42 he sunk the BELGIAN SOLDIER on the way out off Canada, then 3 ships on 18 August, just SW of Guantanamo, Cuba. He had enough time to go through the Windward Passage and sink SANDE but it is not so likely, since he seems to have turned S and East after his convoy attack and exited the Caribbean through the Mona Passage, probably trying to avoid the air and surface attacks off Guantanamo. It would have been symmetrical for him to have sunk a sail trader on his way home, but it is less than likely. 


U-575 - Hedemann, sank NORLANDIA off Haiti Aug 42, en route Cuba – Windward Passage on 4 July, but his last sinking of that patrol was too far before SANDE to be viable


U-154 Walter Kolle, sank VINELAND Nov 4, 42 east of Mayaguana, Bahamas, IX type see survivors landed on Turks & Caicos VINELAND Nov 4, 42 east of Mayaguana, Bahamas, She was sunk by gun fire. One crew member was lost. The master and 33 survivors were questioned by the Germans and later made landfall at Turks Island. See � HYPERLINK "http://uboat.net/allies/merchants/1552.html" ��http://uboat.net/allies/merchants/1552.html�





� Kelshall, p.123 writes about inter-island schooners that “…no U-Boat commander took the trouble to report these sinkings. They usually made a note in the deck log, while many U-Boats never recorded any sinkings at all. Research that is by no means complete indicates that a large number of these sailing vessels were sunk and not recorded, either by the Germans or the Allies. In fact, roughly double the number of recorded sinkings actually took place. In some cases the schooners turned out to be passenger-carrying vessels and the U-Boat commanders understandably made no entries at all about the attacks.”
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� Jordan Vause, WOLF, cite page (Werner chapter)





� Johnson, David Allan, and � HYPERLINK "http://www.uboat.net/boats/patrols/u571.html" ��http://www.uboat.net/boats/patrols/u571.html�





� Kelshall, p.226





� Kelshall, p.153





� � HYPERLINK "http://www.uboat.net/allies/merchants/ship.html?shipID=2925" ��http://www.uboat.net/allies/merchants/ship.html?shipID=2925� and +2924 (overlapping entries) – AUTHOR’S NOTE: � HYPERLINK "http://www.uboat.net" ��www.uboat.net� has been an extremely helpful source for collating and sharing the back-story, vessel and crew and captain histories not only of the U-Boats (including injuries to crew etc.) but merchantmen as well. To cite every piece of information to which they share credit, along with publicly available records like the War Diaries, Rohwer, and Kelshall and specific narratives (Suhren, Kenedy, Werner) would be impossible. Suffice to say that this author is very indebted to Uboat.net for their scholarly, easily accessible research and the helpful format and mapping and links on their website. Authors queries to the site managers have to date not yielded a reply, but the intention is to share this research with them.


� Author interviews and email exchanges with Capt. Marcus Mitchell of Overseas Salvage Corp., Bahamas, and Stuart Cove, founder of Stuart Cove Divers, Coral Harbor, Nassau, Bahamas (a, if not the, expert of recreational and historical diving in the Bahamas).





� Office of Naval Intelligence, http://www.uboatarchive.net/U-527PostMortem.htm





� ASTERION history: AK-100: displacement 6,610 tons; length 382'2"; beam 46'1"; draft 21'6"; speed 10 knots; complement 141; armament four 4-inch guns, four .50-caliber machine guns; four .30-caliber Lewis machine guns; six depth charge projectors… … Departing New York a fortnight later, Asterion went directly to Key West and then sailed north of the Bahamas to the Windward Passage. …. On 2 December 1942, Asterion got underway for the British West Indies and, going via the Old Bahama Channel …Turned over to the War Shipping Administration for disposal in April 1946, Asterion was sold to the Boston Metals Co. on 10 September 1946 and was subsequently scrapped. Asterion (AK-63) earned one battle star for her World War II service. See � HYPERLINK "http://www.history.navy.mil/danfs/a/asterion.htm" ��http://www.history.navy.mil/danfs/a/asterion.htm� 





� 'Ali' � HYPERLINK "http://www.uboat.net/men/cremer.htm" �Cremer� of U-333 was one of those commanders who began their first patrol without any combat experience. Even so, he sank three ships on this first patrol - but unfortunately also sank the German blockade-runner SPREEWALD. � HYPERLINK "http://www.uboat.net/men/doenitz.htm" �Dönitz� investigated the accident and found that � HYPERLINK "http://www.uboat.net/men/cremer.htm" �Cremer� was not to blame.





� Records of anti-submarine warfare are rife with accounts of sub chaser or merchant ships getting “sub fever”, probably a reaction to the intensity and fear of tracking silent, invisible foe, and ramming or doing anything in their power to sink the sub, though making contact could remove a warship from active duty for months. See the THOMPSON LYKES ship alleged to have hit and sunk the largest sub of the war, plane-carrying SURCOUF, Kelshall, p.68, Cressman, et. al. 





� � HYPERLINK "http://www.alteredearth.com/airship.htm" ��http://www.alteredearth.com/airship.htm�, for a graduate thesis on the incident see � HYPERLINK "http://digitalcommons.fiu.edu/etd/12/" ��http://digitalcommons.fiu.edu/etd/12/�, � HYPERLINK "http://www.history.navy.mil/nan/backissues/1990s/1997/ma97/blimp.pdf" ��http://www.history.navy.mil/nan/backissues/1990s/1997/ma97/blimp.pdf�, Anthony Atwood, YFC, “The Battle Between the Blimp and the Sub”, � HYPERLINK "http://www.uboatarchive.net/U-134.htm" ��http://www.uboatarchive.net/U-134.htm�





� � HYPERLINK "http://www.uboatarchive.net/U-134ZP21ASW-6Report.htm" ��http://www.uboatarchive.net/U-134ZP21ASW-6Report.htm�





� Blair, Vol 2, page 365, � HYPERLINK "http://www.uboat.net" ��www.uboat.net�





� Suhren, photo inserts and captions





� Werner, Herbert A., “Iron Coffins – A Personal Account of the German U-Boat Battles of 


World War II,” DeCapo Press, Cambridge, MA, 1969





� � HYPERLINK "http://www.uboat.net/allies/merchants/3145.html" ��http://www.uboat.net/allies/merchants/3145.html�





� On 4 December, Cuban freighter � HYPERLINK "http://en.wikipedia.org/w/index.php?title=SS_Libertad&action=edit&redlink=1" \o "SS Libertad (page does not exist)" �SS Libertad� was reported missing from her convoy off the southern Atlantic coast. Natchez with several other patrol vessels, was dispatched to the scene, guided by homing signals from Navy � HYPERLINK "http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Blimps" \o "Blimps" �blimps�. Natchez found only three survivors who related that their ship had been � HYPERLINK "http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Torpedo" \o "Torpedo" �torpedoed� and sank before they could notify the convoy commander.


� HYPERLINK "http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/USS_Natchez_(PG-102)" ��http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/USS_Natchez_(PG-102)�





� Cressman, Robert J., “The Official Chronology of the U.S. Navy in World War II,” Contemporary History Branch, Naval Historical Center, Washington, DC, 1999
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� See Richard J. Reynolds, Reunion contact, � HYPERLINK "mailto:rjreynol@usgs.gov" ��rjreynol@usgs.gov�, and Cressman (Ibid.)





PAGE  
56

[image: image1.jpg]


[image: image2.jpg]


